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A PILGRIM'S PRAYER. 



Grant me Thy grace, Almighty God, 
To tread the paths Thy saints have trod. 
Their labours and their love be mine, 
Their heaven-bom hope, their strength divine. 

Helpless and faint if e'er I lie, 
My Guardian and my Rock be nigh ; 
Careless if from Thy paths I stray 
O Lord ! recal me to the way. 

Through scenes that smile or paths of gloom, 
Still lead me to Thy sacred home i 
There at the last from toil to rest 
With Thee and Thine for ever blest, 

With all Thy people, O my God, 
Who the same maze of life have trod. 
And with that lov'd one who, through Thee, 
Walks in Thine heaven-ward path with me! 

J. E. R. 



SERMON I. 



JoHK XI. 44. — "Jesxjb saith unto them, Loose 

HIM, AND LET HIM GhO." 

It has pleased God to embody many of His 
most precious promises in striking and memorable 
facts. Belief, in general, as we may be well 
aware, has relation either to promise, or to fact ; — 
we believe a promise, as likely to be fulfOled, or 
we believe a fact, as having actually taken place ; 
and we believe a person, either as making a 
promise, or as narrating a fact. For the most 
part our belief has reference only to one class of 
these objects ; — either to a promise, the fulfilment 
of which is future, or to a fact, the occurrence of 
which is past. But our belief in the Gospel, that 

B 
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operative and practical reception of divine truth 
which we denominate faith, has reference at once 
to promise and to fact. The Gospel, indeed, ia 
promise founded upon fact, — one great compre- 
hensive promise of God's favour and all needful 
blessiogs, built upon that wonderful and well- 
established fact, — ^the life, sufferings, resurrection^ 
and ascension of the incarnate Son of God: "in 
him," that is in Christ, the promises of God " are 
yea, and in him Amen, to the glory of God by 
us.*** The promises of God concerning our welfare 
and salvation meet, and centre, and have their 
confirmation in that blessed Saviour, whose history 
and work, — whose labours and sufferings, and 
triumph, are rec(Mrded in the Gospel. And our 
Christian faith has reference to the Gospel in thia 
entireness and completeness of its structure. We 
believe the facts which it records as having actually 
occurred; and we rely upon the promises it con- 
tains as those which will certainly be fulfilled. 
Nor do we separate these things from each other. 
We receive the promises as founded on the facts. 
The fact sheds light and certainty upon the 

• 3 Cor. I. 20. 
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promise, and the promise gives digxuty and 
meaning to tbe fact. What God has said is 
rendered credible and certain by what God has 
done; and what God has done is rendered illus- 
trious and important by what God has said. And, 
for the soul of man to recognize and contemplate 
the works which God has wrought in the dispen- 
sation of the Gospel, and to believe and rely 
upon the promises which He has conveyed in the 
message of the Gospel, — this is to fulfil the duty, 
— ^this is to enter upon the rest, and privilege, 
and blessedness, — of Christian fsath. 

And this general character of faith attaches to 
it, more or less, in its various particulars. There 
are few facts recorded in the Gospel which have 
not a bearing upon some particular promise; and 
there are few special promises which are not 
confirmed, and, as it were, illuminated by some 
corresponding and appropriate facts. "We believe, 
for example, the resurrection of the dead. And 
here our faith manifestly rests upon a promise 
founded on a fact ; — the promise of God, connected 
with and built upon the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That great event we believe upon 
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the testimony with which God has been pleased 
to confirm it; — and that faithful promise we 
cordially receive, as proceeding from the mouth of 
Him who cannot lie, and who is able to work all 
things according to the counsel of His own will. 
"He will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead."* And blessed with 
all blessing and all praise, "be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, accord- 
ing to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorrupti- 
ble and undefiled, and that fadeth not awayl^t 
But this is a great and leading subject of our 
faith, and God has graciously confirmed His 
promises on this point, not only by that most 
illustrious event, the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, but also by some others of subordinate 
importance, — ^subordinate indeed to that stupen* 
dous fact which must ever retain the first place 
in the system and history of our redemption, — - 

• Acts xvU. 81. f 1 Pet. i. 2-3. 
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but yet of no trifling moment, connected, as it is, 
with our triumph over death, and redemption 
from the power of the grave. What can be 
accounted of small importance which shall in any 
measure contribute to enlighten our understanding, 
to confirm our faith, or to animate our hope, 
touching the resurrection of the dead ? 

A fact of this kind is recorded in the chapter 
now before us. The restoration of Lazarus from 
his grave is a practical comment upon our Saviour's 
words, "I am the resurrection and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die."* To hear the Bedeemer 
say, "Lazarus, come forth" — and to see him that 
was dead come forth in obedience to this omnipo- 
tent command — ^is to behold, as in no very 
unintelligible figure, the glorified Saviour, issuing 
the summons which shall be heard throughout the 
regions of the dead, and to witness, by anticipation, 
the fulfilment of that promise, "They that sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake." t It declares 
to us, with a clear and emphatic assurance, that 

• John xi. 25—26. t Dan. zii. 2. 
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'^the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.'' 

And observe how this history descends into 
some particulars concerning death, and the con- 
quest over death. It displays to us the sorrows 
of human nature — even of that nature in its 
purity and perfection — at the grave of a kinsman 
or a friend. Mary wept — and the Jews wept 
with her— and Jesus wept. — It points to the 
helplessness of man, and the victorious power of 
the 1 grave, considered simply in contrast with 
human weakness. A stone lay upon the cave; 
and within it the lifeless body lay bound hand 
and foot with grave-clothes. — It reveals to us the 
appointed conqueror of death — one before whose 
.omnipotence the grave, with all its power, shall be 
made to confess its weakness. Jesus said, '^Take 
ye away the stone." Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
'^ Lazarus! come forth." — The mandate was obeyed. 
He that was dead came forth, bound hand and 
foot with grave-clothes, and his face was bound 
about with a napkin."* Alive, you observe, but 
not yet free. When the Lord Jesus raised Him- 

« John xi. 44. 
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self, by His own divine power, from the grave. He 
burst at once every fetter that had bound Him, 
and left the grave-clothes and the napkin in the 
tomb. There were the linen clothes, as St. 
John tells us, in the empty sepulchre, "and the 
napkin, that was about his head, not lying with 
the linen clothes but wrapped together in a place 
by itself.''* But when Lazarus was recalled to 
life, he was still bound hand and foot with grave- 
clothes. The Saviour saw this ; and by the terms 
of the inspired record, He compels us to observe 
it too. We look for awhile upon the reanimated 
body as though the work of restoration were as 
yet incomplete. We long to see the captive set 
at liberty — ^we look for motion and vigour, and 
the exercise of life. — And then comes the command 
recorded in our text, "Loose him, and let him go I" 
Yes, — says the Eedeemer, as it were, by this 
significative injunction — here is another particular 
that I would teach you concerning your resur- 
rection from the grave. I will do something 
more for my people than merely reanimate their 
lifeless clay — something more than merely restore 

* John XX. r. 
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them to life with its fetfcers and its burdens such 
as it had been to them before they were carried 
to the tomb. — I will not only quicken the body, 
but emancipate it. I will not only reunite the 
body and the soul, and raise the whole man, but 
I will give him a freedom and a power such as 
he had neyer known before. I will tear away 
the bands of his fallen nature — I will take off 
the graye-dothes that had shrouded his humanity 
ever since the sentence went forth, ''Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return"* — I will 
redeem him with a complete redemption — I will 
say concerning every one of those whom I haye 
ransomed from the power of the graye, ''Loose 
him, and let him go!** 

What are the bonds from which belieyers shall 
be loosed in the day when mortality shall be 
swallowed up of life? Merciful and wonderful 
Bedeemer! Oh do Thou impress upon our minds 
such, a sense of our infirmities and our bondage, 
and inspire us with such faith in Thy gracious 
promises and Thy power in the work of our re- 
demption, that our souls may learn more ardently 

• Gen. iU. 19. 
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to loTe Thee, while we solemnlj consider this 
great question at the grave of Lazarus Tbj 
friend! 

What then, we ask, are the fetters that shall 
be broken — what are the burdens that shall be 
taken off from the believer, when the Saviour 
shall raise him from the dead, and shall say, "Loose 
him, and let him go?" What are those evils, 
incident to our present state, from which the 
resurrection-body shall be free ? 

The question, it will be observed, relates imme- 
diately to the material part of our constitution: 
it leads us to compare the house in which we groan, 
being burdened, with that house with which be- 
lievers expect to be clothed upon from heaven. 
Not that it withdraws our attention from our 
spiritual afflictions in this world, or our spiritual 
deliverance and joy in the world to come. Far 
from it. Body and soul, in the completeness of 
our nature, are inseparable companions, — ^they are 
closely allied, and their interests are one. In this 
mortal state, the body is often a vehicle of sin and 
suffering to the spirit that dwells within; and in 
the future condition of the just, it will be made, 
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on the contrarj, a channel and minister of spiritual 
bliss. The change that will pass upon the bodies 
of believers in the day of resurrection will there- 
fore virtually and instrumentally pass upon their 
souls ; while those perfect spirits will also receive 
direct communications of light and holiness and 
joy from ^he fountain of all good. He who created 
and redeemed them, in body and soul, will bless 
both body and soul together. And as the blessing 
which the soul will more immediately receive will 
doubtless extend itself to its inseparable partner 
in felicity, so likewise the freedom and the powers 
to be bestowed upon the body will minister to 
the activity, elevation, and happiness of the purified 
and blessed spirit. And hence it is that the ques- 
tion which we now propose concerning the emanci- 
pation and enfiranchisement of a believer's body 
forms, in fact, a part of the more general enquiry 
concerning the whole happiness of God's people 
in the future and eternal world. It will be a part 
of their felicity that the soul shall be reunited to 
its body, not such as that which it bore about 
with it upon earth, but one over which the 
Eedeemer shall, as it were, have pronounced those 
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words of transforming benediction, "Loose him, 
and let him goT' 

Such is the force and bearing of our question. 
Let us seek now for its answer. Let us consider, 
as far as we can, the points of difference between 
these earthly bodies, and those which the saints 
shall wear in the eternal kingdom of their God. 

These points of difference, we may remember, 
are distinctly recounted in the word of inspiration* 
St. Paul gathers them together and enumerates 
them in that well-known, yet most affecting 
contrast, contained in the 15th chapter of his Ist. 
Epistle to the Corinthians. "So also,'* says he, "is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in cor- 
ruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown 
in dishonour, it is raised in glory ; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." Here 
you perceive at once our bondage and our liberty. 
Corruption — dishonour — weakness -^ and carnal 
propensities tending to sink and to degrade the 
soul— these are our bodily shackles and burdens 
in the present state. Incorruption, glory, power^ 
and alacrity in the acknowledgment and service 
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of the soul's highest fiiculties, these are the qualities 
of the emancipated body, such as shall be giveu 
to the ransomed of the Lord for their use and 
ornament in the eternal world! 

First, there will be deliverance from corruption. 
The corruption of the grave is onlj the consum- 
mation of that which always cleaves to the body 
of fallen man from the moment of its formation 
and its birth into a sinful world. It is the heir 
of pain, and sickness, and decay. The seeds of 
disease and dissolution are within it. It is exposed 
to the assaults of violence from without; it is 
liable to inhale malady and death with the very 
atmosphere which it is compelled to breathe. It 
is a dying body in a dying world. It has been 
smitten with the sentence, " In the day that thou 
eatest thereof dying thou shalt die ;"* it trembles 
and withers under the word of the Almighty, 
^*Dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt retu!hi."t 
And this corruption of the body eats its way, 
as it were, even into the soul. How do the pains 
and languors of the body impede the operations 
of the mind, — ^how do they distract it or enfeeble 

* Marginal Reading. Gen. U. 17. t Gen. iU. 19. 
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it, — ^how do they oppress and weigh it down ! 
When the poor tenement of clay is rudely shaken, 
or secretly undermined, how often does the a£9icted 
inhabitant sit within and mourn! Its harmony 
is disturbed, its energies are abated, and, by a 
mysterious sympathy, it shares in its partner's 
corruption and distress. — But, hereafter, the body 
and its companion shall be loosened from this bond. 
"Loose him, and let him go." The body that shall 
be raised will be a stranger to the sources of afflic- 
tion. " The corruptible shall put on incorruption, 
and the mortal shall put on immortality."* It shall 
not contain even the seeds of disease or suffering 
or death. It shall be not merely gilded oyer with 
the bloom of health upon its surface, but it shall 
be deliyered from all inward principles of corrup« 
tion or decay. It will be proof against violence 
and every danger from without. As the angels 
that have visited this earth have seemed always 
young, so shall the new bodies of the saints abide 
and flourish in undecaying, unabated vigour. There 
shall be no prospect — and, as it shall please God, 
there shall be no more possibility of death. Their 

♦ 1 Cor. xvi. SS. 
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bodies shall nojb be any longer dependent on second 
causes — such as food and air — for their existence 
or support, but thej shall be endued with immor- 
talitj inherent in themselves — ^thej shall receive 
life, and receive it always directly from the Ever- 
lasting author of all being. They cannot die. 
That is a great thing to say, but it is what our 
Saviour has himself affirmed. '^ Neither can they 
die any more ; for they are equal unto the angels ; 
and are the children of God, being the children 
of the resurrection."* They cannot die. Neither 
can they suffer from any defect or be subject to 
any want. "They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more."t — "And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain ; for the former things 
are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, I make all things new;":|: always new 
— ^never to decay, never to grow old! — How will 
the soul expatiate and exult when united to the 
body of this freedom! this body of undecaying 
health and life and immortality ! 

« Luke zz. 36. t ReT. yiU 16. t R«t* xxi. 4—5. 
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Bat secondly, there will be deliverance from 
weakness, — from that infirmity and frailty which 
subsists independently of our corruption and ten- 
dency to death. ''It is sown in weakness,'* says the 
Apostle, "it is raised in power."* There is a weak- 
ness sensibly attaching to the body on this side of 
the grave, even when comparatively exempt from the 
assault of sickness and death. Our faculties are 
limited — our powers are small — ^and the sphere of 
our action is narrow. We can do but little, although 
we can suffer much. We are easily exhausted by 
labour, and soon reach the utmost bounds of our 
efforts and exertion. And this weakness, be it 
observed, attaches chiefly to the body. The soul 
often entertains an idea of efforts more noble 
than any which the man ean make ; — ^the soul often 
obtains some glimpses of a sphere of action wider 
than any in which the man finds it possible to 
move. Nay, to a certain extent, the soul comes in 
aid to the weakness of the body, increasing its 
powers of mastery over the visible world, and 
assisting its faculties in their appointed operations. 
Hence our inventions in arts and sciences. Hence 

• 1 Cor. XYi. 48. 



16 LOOSE HIM, AlTD LET HIM GO. 

the progressive employment and subjagation of 
material things for the purposes of life. Hence 
the extension of knowledge by means of letters, — 
and the survey of distant worlds and spheres by 
instruments in aid of the faculty of sight. It is 
thus that in many ways the soul succeeds in en- 
larging the powers of the body — or rather in 
making compensation for its weakness. But it 
does not overcome this weakness. Nor does it 
even lose the sense of it. On the contrary, it 
becomes more and more intimately acquainted with 
it, and more painfully affected by its presence. It 
jBnds itself continually beaten back, thwarted, dis- 
appointed, and left to sigh after the possession of 
nobler faculties and more commanding energies. 
And how weak too are our powers of enjoyment, — 
especially of the higher enjoyment of the best and 
highest good ! Transports of earthly joy have 
often occasioned death, — ^they have been too great 
or too sudden, and have overpowered the feeble 
frame. And as for the higher kinds of spiritual 
delight, — as for the glories and joys of heaven — 
how utterly unable is man, in his present state, 
to enter upon, or even to comprehend them! 
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Place a man in heaven, with his body of infirmity 
about him, and he would be overwhelmed with 
its happiness and splendour. '^ Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him."* Nor could he endure the 
revelation of these things in this day of fraiLty 
and weakness. A sight of the Saviour in His 
glory would be enough to overwhelm him. " His 
countenance," says even the beloved disciple, "was 
as the sun shining in His strength: and when I 
saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead.*'t But there 
shall be a deliverance from the trammels of this 
infirmity. The fiat shall proceed, "Loose him, and 
let him go I" The body that shall have been sown 
in weakness wUl be raised in power. There shall 
be not one feeble person among the tribes of the 
redeemed. They will be made like the angels that 
excel in strength. The powers will be enlarged; 
and all the barriers of time and sense will be 
removed from the sphere of their activity. The 
motions of their bodies will be as rapid and 
excursive as the glances of their thought. They 

* I Cor. U. 9. t Rev. i. 16—17. 
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will mount up as on eagle's wings ; they will run 
and not be weary; they will walk and &int not. 
The body will be endued with power to attain all 
that the spirit can desire, and to accomplish all 
that it can purpose or devise. There will be a 
power in the exalted creature to comprehend all 
that it can discover, and to grasp all that it can 
comprehend: — ^it will have power to see the face 
of GtoA and live ; for it is written, ''And they shall 
see His face ; and His name shall be in their fore- 
heads ;* — and it shall have power to execute His 
will; for it is written again. He maketh His 
ministers a flame of Are ;t — and His servants shall 
serve Him; — serve Him day and night — in His 
Temple ! — serve Him, if need be, like Moses and 
Eliaa, in going from world to world, and from 
sphere to sphere, in glad and dutiful obedience 
to His will. And who can declare that sense of 
deliverance which must be felt by a renovated soul 
when it shall find itself allied to an inmiortal 
partner such as this? 

Thirdly, there will be a deliverance from a state 
of degradation and dishonour. "It is sown in dis- 

• Rev. uii. 4. t Heb. i. 7. 
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honour," says the Apostle, "it is raised in glory." 
The body of fallen man bears upon it the stamp 
of its disgrace. It can hardly admit of a doubt 
that much of our original beauty has been taken 
from us by reason of our sin; it is a matter of actual 
observation that malignant passions and the in- 
dulgence of sensual vice contribute to mar and 
disfigure the human frame, and it is certain that 
even in the holiest of men the loss of beauty 
keeps pace with the decay of strength, until at 
length aU traces of comeliness vanish in the tomb. 
But the body of the believer shall be delivered 
from the bands of this disgrace. "Loose him, and 
let him go !" In the chambers of the grave he will 
hear of the coming of one who shall effectually 
say, "Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust! 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out the dead."* " We look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
change our vile body" — literally, who shall form 
or fashion anew the body of our humiliation, — "that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body 
according to the working whereby he is able 

* Isaiah xxvi. 19. 
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to subdue all things unto himself."* Not only 
will the new body be radiant with a happy 
soul, as when a transparent vessel reveals the 
colour of the substance it contains, or as even now 
the temper of the mind is partially disclosed in 
the features of the countenance^ — ^but it shall 
receive the stamp of a fresh and inherent beauty 
at the hands of creative and redeeming power. 
The body shall be made glorious, like the resplen- 
dent body of the glorified Bedeemer. The righteous 
shall shine as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Pather. The vessel that had been broken shall be 
not only restored to its integrity, but shall be 
adorned with a polish and lustre altogether un- 
known to it before. 

Lastly — and herein we speak of a blessing which, 
in the estimation of a spiritual mind, possesses 
supreme importance, — ^the redeemed will receive 
at the period of the resurrection a body freed from 
the oppression of an animal nature and from the 
bonds and burdens of natural corruption. '^ It is 
sown,** says the Apostle, "a natural,*' or animal, 
"body, it is raised a spiritual body."t The body 

♦ Pha. m. Jl. t 1 Cor. XV. 44. 
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that is sown — the body that we bear about with 
us in this earthly state, even before it is buried 
in the grave — is an animal body, suited and adapted 
to the animal life, sustained by animal operations, 
and refreshed by earthly and animal gratifications. 
And, worse than, this, it is a body that has been 
disordered and polluted by sin ; its animal appetites 
and passions, overbearing in their measure and 
irregular in their exercise, tend continually to over- 
power and pollute the soul. Independently of the 
grace of God the whole man is brought under the 
power of the inferior portion of his nature — ^he is 
carnal, sold under sin, — the slave of passion, — the 
captive of his earthly nature and animal propen- 
sities. He is sunk and ruined in his fleshly mind. 
And even in the regenerate this infection of nature 
doth remain, whereby the lust of the flesh— that 
is, the wisdom, sensuality, affection, or desire, of 
the flesh, is not subject to the law of Ghod. This 
is the law of the members warring against the law 
of the mind : this is the old man, the body of sin, 
the corrupt nature, struggling against the law of 
God and the Spirit of holiness, and tending to 
bondage and spiritual death. And as long as it 
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remains, the believer strives against its influence, 
and in the strength of God, gradually subdues 
its power. " I keep under my body and bring 
it into subjection, lest that by any means I 
myself should be a cast-away!"* And as it 
is the occasion of watchfulness and labour, so 
it is also the cause of mourning and of godly 
sorrow. '^Oh wretched man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? I thank 
Gk)d," says the Apostle, "through Jesus Christ our 
Lord !"t And it is the privilege of every believer 
to say the same. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
purchased and procured deliverance in due time. 
"Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." J He will say 
concerning every believer with respect to these 
remains of indwelling corruption, as well as to all 
other burdens that afflict him or oppress him, 
"Loose him and let him go !" Yes. "It is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body ;" — ^not a 
spirit without a body, but a body purified and 
refined and made fit to be the associate, the 
servant, the helper of the purified and ransomed 

• 1 Cor. ix. 27. + Rom. vli. 24—25. t 1 Cor. xv. 27. 
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Boul: — not only obedient to it, but adapted to 
minister to the exercise of its noble powers ; none 
of its organs will be inlets or temptations to sin, 
but all its parts and organs will be aids to holiness 
— all will be ready to act in consistent subjection 
to the ruling principle — all will be devoted instru- 
ments of righteous obedience to the will of God ! 
What a change then will have been wrought! 
\niat a final and complete emancipation into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God ! The body 
which was once, by reason of corruption, the clog 
and hindrance of the soul, is now, by a work of 
Almighty power, become to it the very wing where- 
by it mounts upward or moves onward in its course 
of adoration or of duty ! Not only has it been 
endowed with superior powers of life and of per- 
ception, but it has received a delightful adaptation 
to the pure moral faculties of the regenerated and 
exalted spirit. Not only does it move with the 
quickness of thought, but it moves in sweet 
harmony with all holy thoughts, all heavenly and 
devout affections! It is an instrument fit for a 
glorified soul to act and work with; purposely 
framed, and most admirably composed, for the 
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works of spiritual obedience; for the exercise of 
divine contemplation and love; for heayenlj joy, 
and praise, and adoration. It is raised a spiritual 
body. 

And now we might go on to consider, if such 
shall be the work of the Bedeemer on behalf of 
the bodies of His people at the day of the resur- 
rection, what will be the benefits which He will 
confer upon their souls ? But here we stop. The 
subject upon which we entered was simply the 
liberation, refinement, and glorification of the 
resurrection body. And this will include, as we 
have seen, a deliverance from corruption and irom 
death, — a deliverance from weakness, — ^a deliverance 
from degradation and disgrace, — and a deliverance 
from moral evil inherent in man's earthly nature 
since the Mi. For corruption, there shall be 
incorruption — for mortality, immortality ; for weak* 
nesB, power; for dishonour, glory; and for the 
natural body, a spiritual body, — a worthy partner 
for the perfect and consecrated soul — a, willing 
servant of the Holy and Living Gk)d! Sudi will 
be the obedience rendered to the Saviour's com- 
mand concerning each of His members whom He 
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raises from the grave — ''Loose him, and let him go!" 
And whither will he go, when the Son shall 
have thus made him completely free? Or will 
he sit still contented with the bare possession of 
his powers? No. Whither will the captive go 
when you have smitten off his chains, but to his 
long lost home and his chosen occupation ? And 
whither will the bird escapo when you have loosed 
the string that held it down to earth? Will it 
not soar and mount upwards to the sky? And 
so will it be with the ransomed prisoners of the 
grave! They will go to their home, to heaven, 
and to God! They will go onward and mount 
upward, with cheerful alacrity, in the service of 
their Maker and Bedeemer! They will go from 
strength to strength, and unto the God of Gods 
appeareth every one of them in Sion! The re- 
deemed of the Lord shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everksting joy shall be 
upon their head; and sorrow and mourning shall 
flee away I 

Let me remind you, in conclusion, that here we 
see something of the Bedeemer's glory. Bemember 
that the emancipation and glorification of both 
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body and soul is the work of Christ, — a part of 
his comprehensive, matchless work, in our Eedemp- 
tion. It is the purchase of His blood. It is 
wrought by His power ; for if the spirit of Christ 
dweUeth in you, He will quicken your mortal bodies 
by His spirit that dwelleth in you. It is effected 
on behalf of those who believe in Him, and only 
for His sake. Through Him they who, by nature, 
^are tied and bound with the chain of their sins, 
are loosed by the pitiftdness of Gk)d's great mercy." 
Through Him they receive the promises of Gtod. and 
are made children not of the bondwoman but of 
the free. And through Him, at length, they will be 
delivered from the prison of the grave. He will 
come to be glorified in His saints and to be admired 
in all them that believe. O God ! wonderful art Thou 
"in Thy holy places," or (as others read) in Thy 
holy ones. The Saviour is wonderful in Himself 
and wonderful also in His saints; — ^wonderful in 
the graces which He imparts to them even now; 
and wonderful in the glory which He will bestow 
upon them in the eternal world; Oh let our hearts 
trust in Him — cleave to Him — adore Him. Let us 
love Him and serve Him now, that hereafter we 
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may be satisfied when we shall awake up in His 
likeness — when we shall be made like Him, because 
we shall see Him as He is! 

And while you think of the meaning of that 
promise, "I will ransom them from the power of 
the grave ;"* — consider also whether or not you can 
claim the fulfilment of the promise as pertaining 
to yourselves. Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith ; prove your own selves. Have you 
cast yourselves wholly upon Gbd's mercy in Christ, 
desiring, as guilty, helpless, lost, to be pardoned and 
accepted solely through His merits and His right- 
eousness, and to be made partakers of His sanctify- 
gin grace ? And does this fiuth work by love ? Are 
you led by the spirit of Christ ? And do you work 
the works of Gtod ? As many as are led by the 
spirit of God they are the sons of God — and they 
who are the children of God will hereafter be the 
children of a joyful resurrection ! — And if this be 
your character and prospects, then lift up the hands 
that hang down and strengthen the feeble knees. 
Survey your blessings. Consider the greatness of 
your Saviour's power ; the magnitude and complete- 

• Hoaea xiil. 14. 
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noBS of redemption! Bamember that it is your 
privilege to reckon that the sufferings of this pre- 
sent time are not worthy to he compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed. Bemember that it is 
your happiness to declare, ^'I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him against 
that day."* 



♦ 2 Tim. i. 12. 
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Psalm xxvii. 8. — "Whbit thou saidst, Seek tb 

MT pace ; MT HEABT SATD UNTO ThEE, ThT 
lAOE, LOBD, WILL I SEEK." 

This is indeed a divine and blessed exclamation, 
— the representation of an act of holy intercourse 
between the living Gk)d and the soul of a believer. 
It is, in substance, the message of the whole Bible, 
and the entire and perpetual response of a Christ- 
ian's heart and life. — Mjblj we have grace at all 
times rightly to receive this exhortation of heavenly 
wisdom and love, and truly to return, like the 
Fsabnist of old, an obedient reply of thankfulness 
and fiaith ! 



30 THB BELIEYSB SSSKIirG 

Sebk te mt face ! Thy face, Lord, will I seek! 
What does this imply? There is a truth at the 
foundation of this call and this response which 
must not be overlooked. Nay; here are more 
truths than one, and all of them important. 

To seek a thing implies that it has been lost, 
or that it is absent. And, truly, the face, or 
favourable presence, of God is a blessing which 
we had lost. We lost it by the fall of Adam. 
"By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin."* From man in his fallen state, — ^from man 
out of Christ, considered independently of the 
covenant of grace — God liides His fece in wrath. 

But then the command of God to seek His tsLoe 
implies His willingness to receive us again into His 
fitvour. It is the voice of one who waiteth to be 
gracious. He has found a ransom. He has opened 
a way of return, and He invites ns to come to Him 
by this appointed channel of peace and favour. 
The &ce which we are invited to seek is the face 
of God in Jesus Christ. "God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto Himself not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 

* Rom. y. 12. 
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unto US the word of reconciliation. Now then," 
continues the apostle, "we are the ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; 
' we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
to G-od."* Seek tb mt face — ^therefore it is 
possible to find it, — ^and it is possible, because what 
we lost in Adam, we have regained in Christ. So 
that this heavenly message implies and involyes 
the proclamation of the gospel. It is a word of 
divine love ; and refers us to Him "who of Gtoi is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption."t 

And again. To seek a thing implies that we 
are sensible of its loss or absence, and of owe need 
of its presence. And this is what the soul con- 
fesses when it says, "Thy face. Lord, will I seek." 
It is to no purpose that God says to any of us. 
Seek ye my face, if we do not feel our need of 
His presence and His blessing. The ungodly man, 
in his state of natural ignorance and blindness, 
does not seek after God. There is none that 
understandeth and seeketh afler God. Bather, 
they say unto God, depart from us: — ^we desire 

» 2 Cor. V. 19—20. t 1 Cor, i. 30. 



aZ THB BELIDYXB BESKINa 

not the knowledge of the Most High. Thej are 
disposed, like Adam after his transgression, to run 
and hide themselves from God, — they willingly 
banish from their minds all thoughts of Him, — 
they do not like to dive into their own consciences, 
because God is there ; they have no love for the 
company of pious men or for a spiritual partici- 
pation in religious ordinances because Gt)d is in 
the midst of them — and they haye a fear of death 
because death conducts the soul to God. On the 
contrary, there are those who feel they cannot be 
happy unless the face of God be made to shine 
upon them. They desire that God may be their 
friend, and that this friend may be always near. 
There is nothing else which, in their esteem, can 
supply the place of this great blessing. If they 
are sensible of distance by reason of sin, they 
desire that this distance may cease, and that they 
may be brought nigh by the blood of Christ. The 
language of their souls is, ''O that I knew where 
I might find Him." And, in proportion to their 
sense of this approximation and return, they are 
filled with peace, and satisfi&ction, and holy joy. 
^'There be many that say, who will shew us any 
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good? Lord, lift Thou up tho light of Thy coun- 
tenance upon us I Thou hast put gladness in my 
hearty more than in the time that their com and 
their wine increased."* 

But, what is it to seek the face of God ? What 
is the object sought ? What is the act of seeking ? 

What is the object sought? Union and com- 
munion with God. The enjoyment of divine 
favour in the pardon of our sins, and acceptance 
of our persons. To have a well-grounded sense 
and persuasion that God is reconciled to us, 
and to enjoy liberty of approach to Him in the 
way of believing prayer, and praise, and devout 
contemplation, and a reverent and transforming 
study of His perfection, — this is to have the face 
of God displayed to us, — the light of His counte- 
nance lifted up upon us. 

Again, to seek the face of God is to seek 
heavenly succoiur and strength. ** Seek the Lord 
and His strength," says the Psalmist, ''seek His 
face evermOre."t The believer desires and prays 
for the power of the Holy Spirit, to subdue 
his corruptions, to preserve him from temptation, 

1 Psalm iv. 6-^7. t Psalm ct. 4. 

D 
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to enable him to overcome his spiritual enemies, 
and to work in him that which is good. He 
knows that of himself he is weak and feeble 
and utterly unable to think a good thought or to 
perform a good work which may be pleasing and 
acceptable in the sight of God, and therefore he 
earnestly desires that God would grant him, ^'accord- 
ing to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with might by His Spiiit in the inner man."* Nor 
is this all. The believer not only seeks union and 
communion with God as reconciled to Him in 
Christ, and spiritual strength from Him as the 
fountain and head of that blessed and life-giving 
influence, but he desires moreover the blessing 
of the Most High, and the interposition of his 
good providence in things temporal and present, — 
in matters relating to this mortal life. In seasons 
of difficulty, perplexity, or trouble he seeks direc- 
tion, support, and deliverance from on high. Not 
that he neglects all ordinary and human sources 
or methods of relief, but while he applies to them 
or employs them as far as he is able, he looks 
through them and beyond them all to that great 

* Ephes. m. 16. 
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Disposer of events who has promised that all things 
shall be made to work together for His people's 
good. It is said of Asa* that in his sickness "he 
sought not to the Lord but to the physicians ;" and 
the fact seems to be recorded as a token of his evil 
and unbelieving heart. A christian, under the same 
circumstances, applies to the physician and employs 
the means and remedies prescribed; but at the 
same time he looks up to his heavenly Eather at 
once for a due measure of success in the employ- 
ment of the means, and for that grace which may 
enable him to enjoy success or to encounter failure 
with a thankful or submissive mind. And his 
course is essentially the same on every other occa- 
sion of calamity, sorrow, or fear. 

Not does the devout seeking of G-od's face, with 
reference to temporal affairs, stop here. The precept 
of God's word is, "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will direct thy paths.' *t And accordingly the 
habit of humbly and faithfully seeking Ood extends 
to all the ordinary affairs, the every day duties 
and transactions, of life. Other men may live at 
random ; or according to the dictates of their own 

«2 Chron. xvi. 12. t Prov. iii. 6 
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minds or the feelings of their hearts ; — or in blind 
obedience to the TnaTims and customs of the world. 
But the christian, while he duly consults these rules 
of life and action, yet looks above them and beyond 
them all. He seeks the face of Ood — sometimes 
for leave, permission, or command, — sometimes for 
counsel or direction, — and always for a blessing. 
He looks up to Gk>d sometimes for leave, per- 
mission, or command. Is this lawful? Is it in 
accordance with the will of Gt>d ? Is it in any 
way commanded or enjoined? Or if not, is it 
permitted ? Is there any duty with which it would 
interfere ? Is it in any way adapted to withdraw 
me from the path of obedience, or to hinder me 
in the way in which I ought to go? Is it, in 
one word, consistent with my christian duty, — 
my christian profession, — ^my christian privileges, 
hopes, and expectations ? At other times the 
christian seeks for counsel. He is not his own 
oracle. He knows that ''the way of man is not 
in himself, it is not in man that wfJketh to direct 
his steps."* He has received a promise of guidance 
and direction from above ; and he humbly desires 

♦ Jer. X, 23. 
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the fulfilment of the promise in Gk>d's own way. 
He has the spirit that was in Jehoshaphat of old, 
when he replied, concerning the movement which 
Ahab proposed, "Enquire, I pray thee of the word 
of the Lord to-day."* And at all tunes, with refer- 
ence to things temporal as well as with regard to 
his eternal interests, the belieyer desires and seeks 
for the divine blessing. His prayer is, "Prosper 
Thott the work of our hands upon us ; O prosper 
Thou our handy work !"t Like Moses, he is ready 
to say with regard to every step of his earthly 
pilgrimage and every turn of his a&irs, " If Thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence."]: 
And whatsoever may be the appearances of worldly 
things, how bright and flattering soever his pros- 
pects may be in tiiemselves, still does he find the 
chief ground of his consolation and rejoicing in on 
humble assurance of the fulfilment of tiiat gracious 
promise, "My presence shall go with thee, and I 
will give thee re8t."§ "His leaf also shall not wither, 
and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper !"|| 
This then is that fiice, or iSivourable presence, 

• 1 Kings xxU. 5. t Psalm xc. 17. t Exodus xxxiii. 15. 

I Exodus xxxiiL 14. |i Psalm i. 8. 
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of the Lord whicb the believer seeks. He desires 
and aims at holy union and communion with the 
Father of Spirits, — ^strength and suoooor in all 
times of weakness and distress, — and in all his 
affairs, a Father's leave, a Father's coansel, and a 
Father's blessing. 

And how does he seek these things ? What is 
that act and habit of seeking by which he pursues 
these great objects of his desire P We may answer, 
in general, that this SEEEnfro Gon consists in the 
exercise of faith and holy love. To believe in God, 
and to love God, is to have that spiritual and 
heavenward tendency and impulse of the soul which 
the scriptures frequently describe under the figure 
of bodily movements. It is going to God — ^following 
after Him — drawing nigh unto Him, — seeking Him- 
self—His presence— -or His face. Faith is an act of 
seeking. ''To it shall the Gentiles seek," says Isaiah; 
and then, as an expression of the same import, 
St. Paul says, "In Him shall the Gentiles trust." 

And in like manner holy love and devout aspi- 
ration is an act of seeking. ''I will seek Him 
whom my soul loveth." "O God, Thou art my 
Gtody early will I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth 
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for Thee, my flesh also loBgeth after Thee in 
a barren and dry land where no water is."* "I look 
for the Lord ; my soul doth wait for Him; in His 
word is my trust ; my soul fleeth unto the Lord, 
before the morning watch, I say before the morning 
watch."t — Of all those whose hearts are under the 
influence of this practical faith and this holy love, 
we may say, in the words of the Psalmist, '' This 
is the generation of them that seek Him, that 
seek Thy face, Jacob."J — But, then, more 
particularly, the believer is said to "seek the 
face of G-od" by the faithful and devout use of 
the word of God and prayer. It is in this way 
especially that God graciously vouchsafes to draw 
nigh to His people, and encourages them to draw 
nigh to Him. How does the believer maintain 
holy union and communion with the Most High P 
Chiefly by meditating on the word of God with 
prayer. Here he listens to know what the Lord 
God will say concerning him, — ^here he receives 
the messages of divine love, and the injunctions 
of divine authority, — ^here he obtains announce- 
ments concerning the attributes and dealings of 

* Pfalm Iziii. 1. f Psalm cxxx. S—e. t Psalm xxiv. 6. 
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the Most High, and finds a manifestation of the 

heart of God in Chnst, — and then he sends up 

in prayer and praise the response of his belieying 

soul ; then he adores Ood for His goodness and 

reverence's Him for His power and His majesty, 

and obtains a new impression of conformity to 

His glorious image. Here, at the treasure house 

of divine truth, the Holy Spirit takes of the 

things of Christ, and shews them to him. And 

here, the believer emphatically says, — Speak, Lord, 

for Thy servant heareth ! If we desire that Christ 

should dwell in our hearts by faith, then most the 

word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom ; 

and if we would possess this wisdom, then must 

we ask it of God in prayer. " If any man lack 

wisdom let him ask it of God who giveth to all 

men liberally and upbraideth not.*** "That which 

I know not, teach Thou me.** "Shew me Thy 

ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths.*' "Lead me 

forth in Thy truth, and learn me.*' 

And thus again with regard to divine consolation 
and support in the time of trouble. How is it that 
the believer seeks the face of God in this season of 

» James i. 5. 
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affliction ? Still by the use of the word of God and 
prayer. "Thy statutes/' says the Psalmist, "have 
been my songs in the bouse of my pilgr}faiage>" "I 
remembered Thine everlasting judgment'iii Lord, 
and received comfort.*'* Here are the promises 
suited to the mourner's need. Here are examples of 
those who have suffered affliction according to the 
will of Gh>d. Here is the revelation of the Most 
High as toe who doth not willingly afflict nor 
grieve the children of men, and one who chastens 
us for our pro&t that we may be partakers of His 
holiness. Here is lesson after lesson written for 
our comfort and instruction, that we should 
patiently and with thanksgiving bear our heavenly 
Father's correction, whensoever by any manner of 
adversity it shall please His gracious goodness to 
visit us. And here too it is that we become 
more and more perfectly conversant with the en- 
couraging example of Him who was eminently a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, — ^who 
" himself went not up to joy, but first He suffered 
pain, — who entered not into His glory before He 
was crucified." These things are written for our 

* Psalm cxix. 52. 
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admonition, that we, througb patience and comfort 
of the scriptures might have hope. And this word of 
consolation and of peace draws forth the corres- 
ponding voice of prayer and supplication. " Call 
upon me in the time of trouble, so will I hear thee 
and thou shalt praise me."* " In the time of my 
trouble will I call upon Thee ; for Thou hearest me." 
Not is it otherwise that the believer seeks 
the face of Gk>d in the ordinary affaits of life. 
How does he endeavour to obtain the divine sanc- 
tion — divine counsel — ^and the assurance of divine 
blessing? He does not expect to dream dreams 
or to see visions, or to hear the voice of audible 
counsel, or to perceive, literally speaking, the ac- 
cents of a heavenly benediction. And yet he does 
faithfully believe that, in a spiritual sense, his 
G-od will make his way plain before his face, and 
shew him the path that he should walk in, and that 
his ears shall hear a voice behind him, saying, 
" This is the way ; walk ye in it I" How so ? Still 
through the medium of the word of God and 
prayer. ^'Thy testimonies are my delight," says 
the Psalmist, "and my counsellors." "I called mine 

• Psalm 1. 15. 
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own ways to remembrance, and turned my feet 
unto Thy testimonies."* "Thou, through Thy com- 
mandments, hast made me wiser than mine enemies ; 
for they are ever with me." And it is the prayer 
of G-od's faithful servant that the voice of counsel 
and of joy, proceeding from the written word, may 
enter with a divine power into his heart as the 
vehicle at once of wisdom and of gladness. "When 
Thy word goeth forth, it giveth light and under- 
standing to the simple. I opened my mouth, and 
drew in my breath, for my delight was in Thy 
commandments. Shew the light of Thy counte- 
nance upon Thy servant, and teach me Thy 
Btatntes."t And it is thus that every true child 
of G-od practically makes that response to the 
invitation of divine love which is recorded in our 
text. "^When Thou saidst, Seek ye my &ce, my 
heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek." 
Encouraged by the assurance of divine favour and 
acceptance, the believer desires to enjoy holy com- 
munion with his Gk)d and Father, — heavenly 
strength and consolation, heavenly admonition, 
counsel, blessing. And he endeavours to obtain 

» Psalra cxix. 59. f Psalm cxix. 180—181. 
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these things bj a devout and diligent attention 
to the word of life combined with humble and 
eaxnest prayer. 

Do we thus seek the face of the Lord? Do we 
seek it, not merely outwardly and in the way of 
Tisible profession, but really, truly, and witdi the 
heart? Consider how many and how urgent are 
the motives by which we are called upon to do so. 

Sebk te hy eaoe! Was not this the great 
end of our creation, and of our redemption? We 
are not made for ourselves, or merely for the world 
around us, but for God, and for happiness in Him. 
We have as necessary and constant dependance 
upon His providence and grace, as the streams 
upon the fountain, or the beams upon the sun. 
God made all nations of men, that they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him 
and find Him, though He is not tax from every 
one of us ; for in Him we live and move and have 
our being. And when we had wandered and gone 
astray, and had been lost, then it was for this that 
the Lord Jesus came into the worid, and suffered, 
the just f<»r the unjust, that He might bring us 
unto Gt)d! 
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Seek te Mt eace ! Do we not earnestly seeft 
many other things ? Are there not inferior objects 
towards which we put forth our desires and our 
efforts? So far as these desires and these efforts 
are lawful, it is well that they should be put forth. 
Sut ought they not at least to admonish us that 
there is a still greater good — eyen the highest 
good of all — ^which calls for a still more fervent 
desire, and may well draw forth a more noble and 
vigorous effort ? Surely, the chief good — ^the best, 
and the only satisfying portion of the soul — 
should be sought with the chief care, the most 
intense ardour, and the greatest delight. Nothing 
should be so precious to us as God in Christ — 
His fiiyour, and His grace. ''Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee, and there is none upon earth 
that I desire in comparison of Thee.*** 

Seek ye Mt eace! It is the same thing as 
to say. Be happy ! The benefit is all on our side. 
God needed not the creature in order to His 
felicity; but the creature needs God in order to 
its happiness and peace. And God has never 
said to any of the seed of Jacob, Seek ye Me in 

« Ptalm IzxUi. 24. 
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Vfein! There is comfort even in the very act of 
seeking the face of God — there is happiness for 
time and for eternity as the firuit of this sacred 
exercise. God is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him. ''Seek ye the Lord, and your soul shall 
live!" 

Seek te Mt taoe ! J£ there be any who have 
not yet obeyed the call, let them consider that 
now it is high time that they should no longer 
neglect the invitation of heavenly mercy! It is 
right that they should no longer live the rest of 
their time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God. "Seek ye the Lord while He 
may be found ; call ye upon Him while He is near/' 
Beware of that fearful, but righteous, doom, 
"Because I have called, and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand and no man regarded ; but 
ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh." 
"Then shall they call upon me, but I will not 
answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me."* 

* Prov. i. 24—28. 
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Seek tb Mt pace — Seek it without delay. 
Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold now is 
the day of salvation I The answer of the Psalmist's 
heart was retuomed as soon as the demand was 
made. But if we defer our answer until some 
future time, that time may never come. Say, with 
the Church of old, "In the way of Thy judgments, 
O Lord, have we waited for Thee; the desire of 
our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance 
of Thee. With my soul have I desired Thee in 
the night; yea, vnth my spirit within me will I 
seek Thee early."* 

Seek ye My face. Seek it habitually, con- 
stantly, every day. Let there not be a mere 
momentary, occasional, passing enquiry after God, 
but a constant and persevering looking for His 
saving health. Every day and hour we need His 
favour, guidance, protection, strength, — ^and every 
hour we are in danger of losing the blessing 
which we need, unless we maintain a zealous and 
diligent pursuit. "Mine eyes," said the Psalmist, 
"are ever looking unto the Lord. On Thee do I 
wait all the day. I am continually with Thee; 

* Isaiah xxvl. 8—9. 
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Thou hast holden me hj mj right hand." And seek, 
too, without weariness fluid fainting. Strive against 
discouragement.. If jou do not find as soon as 
70U expect to find, or if jou do not find in so large 
a measure as jou desire, still do not interpret this 
apparent want of success as refusal or defeat. Let 
your faith in Gt)d's promise bear jou np amidst 
the apparent delay in its fulfilment. Bemember 
the Saviour's words, ''Ask, and ye shall have ; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
to you." 

Seek ye My page. Seek it always and only 
iu Christ, and by the aid of His life-giving Spirit. 
There is only one way by which a sinner can draw- 
nigh to God — only one Mediator between God and 
men — and we cannot hope to see the face of Gh>d 
and live unless we come unto God by Him. But 
throi^h Him we have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father. Through Christ we have the right to 
seek God's fiice, and by the Spirit we may receive 
the power. Out of Christ, Qtod is a consuming 
fire ; but in Christ, God is love. Of ourselves, we 
cannot look upon God and live ; but by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit we can so look upon Him as 
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to be changed into the divine image &om glory 
to glory. And they, who do always behold the 
£ice of God, are always advancing in holiness and 
grace. "Qod is sought, that He may be found; 
and He is found, that He may be sought." One 
ray of light or comfort from His countenance 
must encourage us to seel another. Every measure 
of success in spiritual things is designed to lead 
us to further efforts. And our increased endeavours, 
in reliance on divine strength, will be crowned with 
fresh success. This is indeed, to seek the face of 
God, and live! This is to travel onward from 
strength to strength, until we appear before God 
in Zion ; and there, "there shall be no more curse :" 
no more darkness, no more suffering, no more sin, 
''but the throne of Otoi and of the Lamb shall be 
in it; and His servants shall serve Him; and 
they shall see His &ce; and His name shall 
be in their foreheads. And there shaU. be no 
night there; and they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 
light, and they shall reign for ever and ever."* 



• Rev. xxii. 8—5. 
E 
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Luke ii. 1. — Ain) it came to pass that, ab He 
WAS FBAxnro nr a oebtaut flags, whek He 

CEASED, OKE OH HiS DISCIPLES SAID TUTTO 
HlH, LOBD, TEACH US TO PBAY, AS JOHF ALSO 
TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES. 

It is a mournful fitct that, in the course of a 
modem revival of arguments and statements de- 
signed for the disparagement of the G-ospel, some 
writers have not shrunk from attempting to depre- 
ciate the human character of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The spirit by which He was animated 
is admitted indeed to have been good and great 
and noble, but still it is described as having been 
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little if at all better or greater than that which has 
been displayed by other men , and it is more than 
insinuated that the Saviour's character does not 
appear to be exempt from blemishes and flaws, 
when viewed from the height of that sublime 
spirituality to which it is conceived that some 
individuals have now at length attained. 

It would doubtless be a good service in the 
cause of truth to meet these aspersions with 
solid and convincing answers. But is there not 
also a still higher task, and one more suitable to 
the present time and place, to which these false 
charges virtually invite us? Perhaps it may be 
taken as a good general rule th^t we should never 
rest satisfied with merely answering an objection 
urged against our religion, but should remember 
that there is no cavil or objection whatever which 
will not be found, if we rightly consider the matter, 
to point to some portion of our strong foundations 
which we shall do weU more diligently than ever 
to explore. And surely it is thus with the subject 
now before us. If our Saviour's human character 
be microscopically surveyed by men who are willing, 
if not desirous, to underrate it, then we have some- 
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thing more to do than merely to expose the errors 
of their yision, and to shew that the £uicied 
blemishes which they announce are in reality no 
blemishes at all. While we reject the error, let 
us study the opposite truth. Let us think of the 
Lord Jesus, not only as negatively sinless, but 
as positively holy. And especially, let us examine 
more closely than ever, with an earnest, loving, 
and reverent mind, those minute and delicate 
details of holiness and virtue, — ^those comparatively 
small, but really most exquisite finishings of cha- 
racter, which contribute to display the absolute 
and unrivalled perfection of the Bedeemer's human 
soul. If the mind shrinks for a moment from a 
contemplation such as this, it is perhaps because 
we feel it difficult to think of the incarnate Son 
of God simply in His human nature, under any 
circumstances, or for any purpose, whatsoever. 
In the person of our adorable Bedeemer the divine 
and human are inseparably united ; and we find 
it hard, or perhaps even think it wrong, to separate 
in idea what has been thus so mysteriously joiued 
together for the work of our redemption. Nor 
can it indeed be right to take up any meditation, 
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or to follow any line of thought, which would 
lead us for a moment to overlook the stupendous 
fact which lies at the very foundation of our 
Christian fSuth and hope, that the eternal Word 
or Son of God so became incarnate ''that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to say the God- 
head and the manhood, were joined together in 
one person never to be divided, whereof is one 
Christ, very God and very man." But the Scrip- 
ture is not at variance with this great truth when 
it calls attention so expressly to the Saviour's 
deity, and also as expressly to His humanity. 
And as we often do well to regard our blessed 
Lord with peculiar devotion as very G^d, so also 
we do well to contemplate him at other times with 
especial interest as very man. His excellencies, 
so far as they are those of a created being, are 
strictly human, so that we enter upon no hopeless 
task when we seek to apprehend and appreciate 
the moral perfections of one who ''was made in all 
things like unto His brethren,*** yet without sin. 
And, if we approach this subject in a right &ame 
of mind, bearing on our hearts an earnest prayer 

'^ Heb. ii. 17. 
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for divine illamination, we may well expect not 
only to be safe while we tread on this holy ground, 
but to receive a blessing. 

Come then with me, to-day, and let ns humbly, 
reverently, earnestly behold the man, — ^the perfect 
man, — ^the second Adam, in His spirit and exercise 
of prayer. We may often indeed find it difficult 
to conceive of our Saviour's prayers as proceeding 
from His human soul; yet, even where this diffi- 
culty is perhaps most intense, — in the case of the 
great intercessory prayer recorded by St. John, 
it is certain that, while the speaker, — the one 
Mediator between Gtod and man, — ^is He who had 
glory with the Father before the world was, we 
do yet distinctly hear the words of "the man 
Jesus." To those disciples who were admitted to 
the privilege of familiar intercourse with our 
blessed Lord during His abode on earth His 
habit of prayer was strikingly apparent ; and their 
minds appear to have received a deep impression 
from the devotion, sublimity, and fervour of His 
supplications. When Jesus prayed, then for the 
first time since the fall of Adam did the incense 
of pure and perfect worship rise up from earth to 
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heaven. And well may we be thankful that this 
feature of our Sayiour's humanity lies open to our 
observation in the pages of the Gospel. Here we 
discover that prayer of every kind, — public, social, 
and private — entered into the habits of our Lord's 
most holy life. With prayer He began His public 
ministry; and with prayer He breathed out His 
soul upon the cross. And it is in especial accord- 
ance with our present purpose to observe that our 
Lord's private prayers, so far as thpy are recorded 
in the sacred history, always had regard to His 
present exigencies, or to some peculiar circum- 
stance in which He found Himself from time to 
time involved. This is one of the many marks 
of their intense reality. Our Lord's petitions 
were anything but formal, or like words of course ; 
and stiU less did they bear the features of pretence 
or mere outward show. They aacended from the 
depths of a pure heart, moved without being 
defiled. They were the language of Truth on 
earth addressed to Truth in heaven; — ^the cries 
of a felt necessity appealing to the ear and heart 
of divine omnipotence and love;— the utterance of 
a soul sent, as it were, to the throne of grace. 
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hj the Tarying eyents and occnnences of life. If 
the emeigency was sudden, still the spirit of -prayer 
was at hand and was inunediatelj called forth'; 
and in proportion to the magnitude of the oocasioii 
were the solemnity and fervour of the Bedeemer^s 
supplications. All was genuine and true ; all was 
pure; the spirit of prayer in the human soul of 
Jesus was manifestly a stream that flowed directly 
from the fountain of spiritual life, always gushing 
up within, and always preserved from contami- 
nation by the world without. 

We may often have observed that our Saviour's 
recorded petitions are pervaded by the spirit of 
that prayer which He prescribed for the use of 
His disciples. And it is also worthy of remark 
that the separate petitions of this prayer, with one 
remarkable and appropriate exception, are to be 
found in their exact import, if not in their very 
words, among the occasional personal prayers of 
the Son of Man. Let this &i(A guide the course 
of our present meditations. 

Consider, in the first place, the style and manner 
of address by which the prayers of the Lord Jesus 
were almost invariably distinguished. We at once 



.^A 
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recogixise the voice of Him who said to His dis- 
ciples, "When ye pray, say, Our Father, which art 
in heaven."* It needs but a moment's reflection to 
bring us in full view of the fact that in the prayers 
of our blessed Saviour recorded in the Gospels the 
supplicant is found habitually referring His cause 
to the Most High as to His Father. "I thank 
Thee, O! Father." "Father, I thank Thee that 
Thou hast heard B^ie." "Abba, Father." "Father, 
if Thou be willing." "Even so, Father." "Holy 
Father." "Bighteous Father." "O my Father." 
"Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit." 
And thus in almost eveiy instance with which we 
have been made acquainted. 

This method of address may be regarded as in 
various ways impressing upon our Lord's prayers 
the mark of deep reality. Observe how His peti- 
tions thus recognise a distinct personal Being as 
their object. They were true acts of invocation, — 
real transactions between the human soul of the 
Eedeemer and One whom that soul recognised as 
distinct from and above itself; One, concerning 
whom it is emphatically said, "O Thou that hearest 

* Luke iL 2. 



58 ous sayioitb's fbatsbs. 

prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come!"* Here is 
nothing of that spiritual abstraction, which, how- 
ever it may be lauded by oriental mystics, is, after 
all, no better than a worshipping of self— nothing 
like a pantheistic sinking in of the soul upon itself, 
as though the soul of the petitioner were a portion 
of the great Spirit of the Universe — ^but here is a 
real elevation of the soul to Ood. And it is well 
worthy of our observation, that this practical 
protest against any false assumption of the identity 
of the human spirit with the divine was made by 
that one soul which, unlike all others, existed in 
the state of personal union with God. But then 
that human soul was intellectually and morally 
perfect; — it was free from all metaphysical error, 
and from all wrong notions concerning spirituality, 
falsely so called. Even in its mysterious union 
it knew itself to be distinct from G^od ; and in all 
sincerity the Bedeemer, in His human nature, 
prayed to His Father as the Lord of heaven and 
earth. And we note this fact as one mark of that 
truthfulness or reality of our Saviour's prayers 
which lies at the basis of their perfection. 

* Psalm Ixv. 2. 
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Nor should we omit to notice that even the very 
outward manner of our Lord's petitions was in har- 
mony with their true and proper nature as addresses 
to a personal Being — ^the Most High God. On more 
than one occasion, when He prayed, Jesus "lifled 
up His eyes to heaven;"* and this was perhaps 
His ordinary practice, faithfully denoting the fixing 
of His regard on One who is above the world — 
on our Pather who is in heaven. But at another 
time, in a season of deep distress, when His soul 
was bowed down within Him, "Jesus fell on His 
fece and prayed." t So real, so true to nature, were 
the Saviour's prayers even with regard to His 
bodily posture in the sight of heaven! 

Observe again, that the Lord Jesus addressed 
Himself to the Most High with especial reference 
to the different perfections of the divine nature, 
according to the circumstances which elicited His 
prayer. In an act of adoration which had reference 
to the dealings of God with His creatures according 
to His sovereign will, the form of address is, "O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth," and the words 
of devotion conclude with, "Even so, Father, for 

• John xi. 41. t Matt. xzvL 39. 
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80 it seemed good in Thy sight."* When praying 
that His discipleB might be preserved from the 
moral corruption of the world there is an especial 
reference to God's holiness, — ^*'Holy Father, keep 
through Thine own name those whom Thou hast 
given me."t And when^ imploring deliverance (if 
possible) from suffering, our Saviour appealed to 
the divine tenderness and loving-kindness by that 
significant appellation, '^O my Father!" In like 
manner, just in proportion as our prayers are real, 
we shall find that our thoughts and hearts are 
especially directed to those attributes of Deity 
which are concerned iu the supply of our present 
and peculiar need ; we shall find ourselves appealing 
to Him assuredly as a Ghod of Almighty power, — 
that is most earnestly remembering His sovereignty, 
His holiness, or His love, — ^and yet always invoking 
Him as our Father. 

Yes, always Oira Fatheb. A consciousness of 
sonship enters into the very essence of the spirit 
of supplication. If there be excellence in any 
human petition, that petition must be one which 
proceeds from this filial disposition of the heart, 

• Matt. xL 25—26. t John xvii. 11. 
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not merely from a sense of need on the part of the 
petitioner himself — which indeed is indispensable — 
but also from a just sense of the good relation in 
which he stands towards Him who is both able and 
willing to help him. And in the case of supreme excel- 
lence, or perfection, this sentiment must thoroughly 
pervade the heart. Does any one imagine that, 
when the scriptures speak of that state of mind 
and heart by which we cry "Abba, Father," or 
when the Lord Jesus employed this style in His 
addresses at the throne of grace, these expressions 
are merely figurative, or simply accommodated to 
our ignorance, and weakness of apprehension? 
Bather, they contain a Ailness of meaning which 
the highest intellect and the most fervent spirit 
are incompetent to Mhom ! There is not a fancied 
resemblance, but a real affinity, between the rela- 
tion of a human parent to his earthly child and 
that which is sustained by the Most High G-od 
towards His believing and praying people. He 
regards and loves them as His spiritual offspring; 
and the love which they bear to Him is of the same 
kind as that which exists in the bosom of a dutiful 
and afiectionate child towards his parent upon 
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earth ; it is of the same kind, only better and more 
enduring. Think not "that the deep springs of 
human feeling have no fountain-head deeper or 
higher than themselves." The filial feelings of 
humanity, instead of being regarded as the type, of 
which the feelings of devotion are a copy — or 
perhaps as the reality of which they are but a 
shadow — may well be considered as being them- 
selves but a reflection or a faint and imperfect 
echo of those sentiments which properly have place 
in the higher region of our spiritual existence 
with regard to the great Father of spirits in 
whom we live, and move, and have our being. 
There is something sacred in the name of Father ; 
something human, it is true, but something also 
more than human, extending far away into the 
spiritual and unseen world. Hence it is no 
wonder that often — ^who can say how often ? — ^the 
dutiful and loving obedience of a child to the voice 
of a parent has been the first step by which that 
ehild has advanced towards the blessed habit of 
holy communion with its &od. And, on the other 
hand, in the wreck of filial affections — in the with- 
holding of love and confidence and dutiful obedience 
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towards a parent upon earth — who shall say how 
fearfully a human soul may not widen the breach 
between itself and the Most High ! 

Let us not confound natural affection with religious 
principle by supposing that filial love is identical with 
love to GtoA ; nor let us imagine that any earthly disci- 
pline or feeling can stand to the soul in the place 
of that only Saviour who has declared, "I am the 
way, the Truth, and the Life ; no man cometh to 
the Father but by me." * But surely among the 
means of sanctification which that Saviour gra- 
ciously employs we must assign a high rank to the 
hallowed relation of parent and child, to the 
employments, the duties, and the sympathies of 
a weU-ordered christian home! Doubtless there 
is many a dutiM and amiable child whose heart, 
alas, is still at variance with its leaker ; but it is 
at the same time most certain — and it is a truth 
which ought to be deeply pondered — ^that there is 
assuredly no love to Gtod where filial love is wanting. 
Between these two things there does exist a con- 
nection so vital and so real, that if, by his own 
fault, a child be unthankful, undutiful, and dis- 

• John xiv. 6. • 
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obedient to his parent upon earth, he is not and 
cannot be at the same time under the inflnence of 
a truly devout and religious love to our Father who 
is in heaven. If there be any one offence against 
our neighbour which more directly and more 
sensibly than any other affects our relation to Gk>d, 
it is, beyond all question, the sin against that fifth 
commandment which connects the two Tables of 
the Law. There is none against which the soul of 
a child ought to stand more sensitively on its 
guard ; there is none which, if committed, calls for 
a deeper repentance at the foot of the Saviour's 
cross resounding, as that cross does resound, with 
those deathless accents, ^'Behold thy son," and, 
"Behold thy mother!"* 

We were led to this topic by an observation 
made concerning the reality of that filial relation 
which subsists between a created spirit and the 
God who made it ; a reality which, though often 
overlooked or but feebly felt and understood, was 
yet powerfully apprehended by the perfect humanity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. "I thank Thee, 
Pather," are the first words which the Evangelists 

* John six. 26. 
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record as having been addressed by Jesus to the 
Majesty on high; and His last words of prayer 
were, "Pather, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit." "Father," «0 my Father,"— what rever- 
ence, what love, what confidence, what a genuine 
and full outpouring of the heart, are not implied in 
the sincere utterance of such an appellation at the 
throne of grace ! 

And this utterance was sincere as it fell &om 
the lips of Jesus. Witness, for example, that word 
of filial confidence, "Father, I thank Thee that 
Thou hast heard me, and I knew that Thou 
hearest me always."* A child knows that a wise 
and tender £Either is always ready to attend to his 
requests when properly preferred, and that he is 
not disposed, of his own mere will, to refuse com- 
pliance. Our Saviour knew that He was heard, 
not only as the Son of God by virtue of the 
hypostatical union, but also in His human nature 
as the holy Child Jesus, by the witness of the 
Spirit and the testimony of a good conscience to 
the effect that He was a righteous servant loving 
and seeking the Father's glory, and therefore an 

* -John xi. 41—12. 
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object of divine complaoency. And it ia one feature 
of the mind that was in Christ Jesus, which by 
the Spirit, continues to prevail in His true disciples 
who by fiiith have become the sons of God, that, 
while they know in their own hearts that they 
desire above all things the fuMlment of Gk>d's 
will, they are confident that the Lord is ready, 
BO fSur as is possible and right, to fulfil the ex- 
pressions of their own will o£Ebred up in prayer. 

If however, we desire to contemplate one most 
striking proof of the jfiEict that the words, ''My 
Father" in the lips of Jesus were no unmeaning 
or empty expressions that proof may surely be 
discovered in connection with one remarkable ad- 
dress in which these words were not employed. 
There was an awful moment in which Jesus said, 
" My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" 
As to the precise nature and extent of that derelic- 
tion or abandonment we make no curious inquiries; 
we would bid away from us every unworthy or 
presumptuous thought. But it cannot be rash to 
say that, for a brief space of time, whatever else 
was involved in this mysterious transaction, there 
was,— not a withdrawal of the love of God from 
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the person of the Bedeeme^, but yet — ^a want or 
absence of the manifestation of that love to the 
Bedeemer's soul, — a suspension of that comforting 
assurance of the good-will of His heavenly Pather 
which He had hitherto inyariablj enjoyed. And 
then, — ^for once, — Jesus did not say "My Father:" 
— ^He did not, and perhaps could not give utterance 
to that word of sacred tenderness with which He 
had been accustomed until now to reciprocate the 
light and smiles of His Father's countenance. 
Did He then fail in His duty as a son P Did He 
fiilter, even for a moment, in the submission, the 
obedience, or even in the loving affection of a 
child? Far from it! The very darkness of His 
soul, corresponding as it did to the clouded &ce 
of Gk>d, is a token of that harmony between them 
both which still continued to subsist. Unholy 
men are careless of the smiles of heaven. In the 
regiond of the lost the absence of this light perhaps 
occasions blasphemy, but in the case of the holy 
child Jesus, and just because He was so completely 
and unalterably holy, a momentary eclipse of His 
Father's count^iance was enough to fill His soul 
with the anguish of unutterable grief This over- 
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whelming grief was, in fact, a form of love; 
perhaps under the existing circumstances it was 
the only form, or at all events the most perfect 
form, which pure filial love could possibly assume. 
Because the love of Jesus to His heavenly Father 
was real and pure, therefore, when His Father 
forsook Him, His anguish was intense. And it was 
only one mark of His unswerving truthfulness that 
when His spirit was overwhelmed within him by 
this hitherto imknown grief. His words also were 
the utterance of unparalleled distress. There was 
bitterness not only in that cry, " Why hast Thou 
forsaken me?" but bitterness also in those words 
"My God, My God," in the place of that word, 
"My Father" which, whenever it had fallen from 
His sacred lips, had always been full of meaning, 
fiill of tenderness, full of the most sacred and pure 
delight. But the moment of unspeakable trial 
soon passed away ; again the Most High rerealed 
Himself to the human soul of Jesus as being 
infinitely well-pleased with Him, and again was 
heard that well-known word of truth and gladness 
when the Eedeemer said, "Father, into Thy hands 
I commend My spirit," 
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We say, then, that the prayers of the Lord 
Jesus were high realities ; they were the outpour- 
ings of an earnest, loving, filial spirit in the felt 
and recognized presence of the Most High G-od. 
It was a real word, that is to say, an expression 
rising from His inmost soul, whenever Jesus lifted 
up His eyes to heaven and said, "Abba, Father." 

And let us not dismiss this portion of our subject 
without remarking what an overwhelming answer 
it supplies to that shallow pretence of a false 
philosophy that all prayer, properly so called, is, 
if not impossible, yet useless, and that therefore, 
whatever may be the tendency or disposition of 
men's hearts with regard to this exercise, it 
cannot be justly esteemed as prescribed or de- 
manded by an all-wise Ghod. On this point a 
favourite argument of unbelief is deduced from 
the acknowledged Omniscience of the most High: 
and it is boldly asked, is not this so-called prayer a 
thing utterly useless, — is it not unreality, — ^is it not 
a deceitful vanity P Our answer is. Consult, — not 
your metaphysics, but the heart and feelings of a 
child ! Prayer, — real prayer, — such as the prayer of 
the perfect man, is the utterance of a filial spirit. But, 
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does a cliild feel it to be needless or useless to ask 
a gift from a father because the child knows that 
the father is already aware of his necessities, — 
already well acquainted with peculiar circumstances 
which render it desirable or necessary that he 
should receive the gift? Bather is it not by a 
conviction such as this that the child is most 
thoroughly encouraged to prefer his request, or 
feels himself enabled to make it with especial con- 
fidence in the assurance that the matter of his 
petition will be granted? A£sithernotunfirequently 
knows the wants of his children better than do 
the children themselves, and many a time he gives 
them those good things which th^ in their igno- 
rance cannot ask for; but when they, together 
with himself are acquainted with their own neces- 
sities, then he expects that they should ask for 
the supply, and he often wisely determines not 
to furnish that supply, unless the suit shall have 
been properly preferred and the child shall have 
manifested in this legitimate way its sense of its 
own feebleness, and its dependance on the paternal 
care and bounty. In one word, it is contrary to 
truth and nature to aflSrm that prayer is needless 
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because Qod knows our wants; — ^it is in harmony 
with wisdom and goodness that God really makes 
prayer to be, in many cases, a condition of the 
bestowment of His gifts. 

"When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be Thy name." And such as one 
prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, " Pather 
glorify Thy name!"* — ^a prayer in accordance at 
once with the divine will of the eternal Son and 
with the earnest and single hearted desire of the 
Son of man. He could say, with the utmost 
sincerity, '^ I honour my Pather," " I seek not my 
own glory." And even when praying in accord- 
ance with the known will of God for victory over 
His enemies and for His resurrection from the 
grave, saying, " Father, glorify Thy Son," — ^He was 
not content without subjoining ^'That Thy Son 
also may glorify Thee." Here again is a manifest- 
ation of the filial spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in His spotless and perfect humanity. And let ua 
remember that it is a good sign of a right state of 
heart when in our petitions we desire not only 
that Gtoi may be glorified but that we ourselvea 

* John jdU. 28. 
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may be made instrumental in promoting His glory 
by acting or suffering according to His wilL 

" Father, glorify Thy name." — Observe the pecu- 
liar circumstances under which these words were 
uttered. In the prospect of his approaching suffer* 
ings the Saviour was constrained to say, **Now 
is my soul troubled.'' His human feelings began 
to be painfully excited and disturbed ; how shall 
they be pacified ? How shall the rising storm be 
quelled? How shall the agitated feelings of a 
pure soul be reduced, not to a dead calm, a mere 
stagnation, a state of proud and sullen apathy, — 
but how shall they be soothed into a holy tranquil- 
liiy and yet retain all their reality, all their sensi- 
tiveness, all their vigour and freshness, as before ? 
Tell us, ancient and modern philosophers, if you 
can! Hear ye the words of the Lord Jesus. 
^* Now is my soul troubled ; and what shall I say P" 
Shall I pray for deliverance? "Father, save me 
from this hour?"* Deliverance, if it come at all, 
must come from God! He alone can be my 
helper! See how the quivering needle moves 
towards the pole. "But" — ^no; — ^**for this cause 

• John xU. S7. 
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came I unto this hour." I know that, in this case, 
deliverance is not my Father's will. "Father, 
glorify Thy name!" This was the point of rest 
for the troubled soul of Jesus. And His words 
were the language of real and timely prayer, — the 
outpouring of a pure heart, expressing a " victory 
obtained by the spiritual principle over mere 
sensitive emotion." Let us remember that the 
sovereign remedy for trouble — the right means to 
obtain and secure true peace of mind — ^is to seek 
the glory of Qtoi above all things, whether it shall 
be brought about amidst our comforts or in the 
way of our private suffering; whether it be by 
our life or by our death. High above all personal 
feelings, all selfish interests and all slothful 
love of ease, rises that prayer, "Father, glorify 
Thy name!"* 

As the Bedeemer heartily desired the glorifying 
of His Father's name, so He prayed that this end 
might be accomplished by the establishment of the 
kingdom of heaven; the triumphant prevalence 
of godliness, righteousness, and peace on earth. 
In the whole tenor of His life and ministry 

« John xiL 28. 
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on earth we find an expression of that heartfelt 
desire ^ Thy kingdom come !" We know how gladly 
He announced the coming of that kingdom and 
with what words of welcome He hailed its approach. 
Hence too His grief at the hardness of men's 
hearts, and hence the tears which He shed over 
Jerusalem. When our Lord said to St. Peter, 
'' I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not^ 
and when thou art conyerted, {i. e. after thy reco- 
very from the impending fill,) strengthen thy 
brethren,"* — ^what was this but in effect to declare 
that He had been praying, *'Thy kingdom come P" 
And the great prayer in the 17th chapter of the 
Gt)spel according to St. John is, in substance, an 
enlargement of this devout petition. There are 
depths of meaning in that intercessory prayer 
which we cannot fully comprehend; but we can 
understand, among other particulars, that it was 
an expansive prayer, which the Bedeemer offered 
first for Himself, then £Dr His disciples^ and then 
for all throughout the world who should believe 
on Him through their word. And so let the 
prayer which proceeds from the christian's hearty 

^ Luke zxiL at. 
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even if it begin with reference to his own personal 
necessities, extend itself more and more until it 
includes within its compass the whole church of 
Qt)d and all sorts and conditions of men. 

We must here pause in our consideration of this 
subject. But let us not do so without attending 
to some practical inflections which earnestly present 
themselyes in connection with what has been thus 
fiur said. Let us remember that our prayers, to 
be like Christ's and to be acceptable for His sake 
in the sight of heaven, must be real, — our own, — 
proceeding from the heart,— the actual offering up 
of our desires to God. That it is right to use a 
form of prayer, especially in public worship, is 
indeed abundantly attested by the practice of our 
Sayiour and His apostles in their attendance at 
the Temple and the Synagogue, and by our Lord's 
compliance with that request '' Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John also taught his disciples."* But 
whether our prayers be made with or without a 
form, — ^whether they be in public or in private, — 
whether they be long or short, let us see that our 
hearts go with them; that they be the true utter- 

• Luke zL 1. 
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anoes of our souls in the presence and the ear of 
heaven. It does not follow because we employ 
a set form in our acts of worship, that therefore 
our worship must be merely formal ; nor is it too 
much to say that the want of a spiritual mind may 
be as clearly shown in a dissatis&ction with pure 
scriptural formularies and a rejection of their use, 
as in the habit of resting satisfied with a bare 
repetition of the words by cold and unfeeling lips. 
If our prayers be heartlessly formal, the fault is 
in ourselves. And can we contemplate the prayers 
of Jesus without feeling that such a fault must be 
extremely great and dangerous ? Is not heartless 
prayer at variance with the mind which was in 
Him P Then let us not needlessly contend about 
the tone, or posture, or other circumstances of our 
outward worship, and above all let us not contend 
about these things in such a way as to threaten 
[ the disturbance of godly imity and love, but let 
us be deeply anxious that, while all things are 
done amongst us decently and in order, we be not 
found wanting in that most weighty matter, — ^the 
truthfulness, reality, and heartfelt earnestness of 
our supplications at the throne of grace. The 
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services of our Church, scriptural, devout, and 
pure, are at hand like chariots of fire, ready to 
carry up our souls to God; Oh, let not those 
burning wheels roll upward in their appointed 
course without. a living spirit in the midst! Let 
not scornful men have reason to reproach us with a 
mockery of things most sacred and most solemn! 
Let not G-od, in righteous displeasure, reject our 
petitions as going forth out of feigned lips! 

And, if prayer shall indeed ascend from our 
hearts, then, let us remember, our hearts must be 
those of children in the presence of our heavenly 
Father. "We must be, not only by the profession 
and privilege of Baptism but also inwardly and 
indeed, "children of God by faith in Jesus Christ." 
'^Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father."* And "as many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on His name."t Benoimcing 
all confidence in the flesh, i. e. to say, all imagination 
of our own worthiness or merit and all thought of 
any innate special power by which we can purify 

• Rom. yiU. 16. t John L 12. 
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our souls from sin and attain to the profession and 
practice of holiness, let us thankfully and heartily 
believe in the Saviour, "who of Gtoi is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption."* Let us commit our souls into 
His hands in the way of absolute dependance---of 
grateful and adoring love. Let us earnestly emulate 
His example and yield ourselves to be ordered by 
the governance of His Holy Spirit; and then we 
shall be assuredly one with Christ and Christ with 
us ; He will dwell in us and walk in us ; He will 
effectually teach us to pray, and through His 
merits and intercession our prayers will rise up 
with acceptance before the throne of God. 



* 1 Cor. L so. 
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Luke xi. 1. — hosro it oamb to pass that, as He 
WAS PBAXore in a csbtaik place, when He 
ceased, one of His disciples said ttnto 
Him, Lobd, teach rs to pbat, as Johh also 

TAirOHT HIS DISCIPLES. 

BESXTMiNa the subject of this morning's discourse, 
I observe, in the first place, that, by the force of 
most clear and emphatic example, in accordance 
with His word of precept, our Lord Jesus Christ 
has taught His disciples to say, ''Father in heaven. 
Thy will be done!" 

The Saviour^s whole life on earth was one great 
and continued lesson to this effect. Speaking 
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indeed as the Eternal Son He said, ^'I came down 
from heaven not to do mine own will, but the will 
of Him that sent me,*" — ^not, even though I am 
divine, to fulfil any private will or to prosecute 
any design apart from the counsels of the Father, 
but to act, as the Son of G-od does always act, 
in concurrence with the Father's will. "My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work."t "Verily, verily, 
I say unto you the Son can do nothing of Himself, 
but what He seeth the Father do; for what 
things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise." j: But besides this, it is evident that in 
His human nature also the Lord Jesus Christ 
could and did say, in effect, "I delight to do 
Thy wiU, O Gbd; yea. Thy law is within my 
heart."§ "My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent me."|| From the moment of His incar- 
nation and nativity to the time when He said 
to Joseph and Mary, " How is it that ye sought 
me? Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business ?"* — from that day to the hour in 
which He bowed His sacred head upon the cross, 

• John vi. 38. f John v. 17. t John v. 19. 
§ Psalm Iz. 8. John !▼. 34. • Luke U. 49. 
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saying, "It is finished," — and firom that hour 
onward to the present the humanity of the Saviour 
has been distinguished by perfect obedience to the 
will of Qt)d. And we find this spirit of filial 
Bubmission embodied in His words of adoration 
and prayer. Hear Him when BAb soul was on 
one occasion brought into fiill view of a fact which 
has introduced perplexity, sometimes attended with 
hard thoughts of God, even in the minds of men 
who, to a certain extent, may be denominated wise 
and good. What were His sentiments — what 
were His utterances in the ear of heaven — ^when 
He was led to contemplate the baffled intellect, 
the spiritual ignorance, the blind infatuation, of 
learned and philosophic men? What were the 
reasonings of His mind, — what the emotions of 
TTiR heart, — in full view of that scene in man's 
spiritual history wherein it appears that ''they 
which see not" do "see," — ^that some men who have 
small capacities and opportunities of knowledge 
are yet really the most intelligent and the wisest 
in matters of the highest moment; and that 
"they which see are made blind," — some who have 
naturally the best powers and opportunities of 
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perception, and who boait of their fiur-sighted 
vision, are yet ignorant, deluded, in the dark? 
The mind of man Bometimes im^HeaAjy if not 
irreyerentlj, asks. Why is it that so much labonr 
should be lost ? How is it that, under the diyine 
government, a man of great intellectual power 
may study and philosophise and wear out days 
and nights in the exercise of deep thought and 
with acute and patient speculation, and yet, after 
all, in some of his conclusions, perhaps his favourite 
eonelusions, on matters connected with divine 
truth and relating to man's spiritual nature and 
ftiture destination, he shall be miserably wrong; 
while on the same points many an unlettered 
peasant is fully and happily right ? What shall 
we say to these things ? What said the soul of 
Jesus? "Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, 
O Eather, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight."* 
Here was absolute submission to the sovereign 
will of God; and more than this, here was the 

« Matt. U. 36—26. 
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voice of grateful and adoring acquiescence in that 
will, with deep complacency, as holy, just, and 
good. And, in remembrance of these words of 
Jesus, let all who are called by His name regard 
it as an eyerlasting truth, that, whether we be 
learned or unlearned, we must be men of humble, 
earnest, simple minds; we must love the truth 
and seek it where it is to be found with sincerity, 
faith, and prayer, if we would be taught of God. 

Our thoughts hasten to that well-known expres- 
sion of our Saviour's submissive and suppliant 
spirit in which, under circumstances of peculiar 
urgency, He employed the very words of the 
petition now before us. Full of meaning and 
in all respects a model of perfection is that 
prayer, — " O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me except I drink it. Thy will be done !" 

In harmony with other qualities of this solemn 
and affecting supplication, truth is again con- 
spicuous. Here is the very pattern of a devout 
submission of the human will to the will of God. 
In our Saviour's words on this occasion we find 
no affectation of that fancied, but unreal, perfection 
which is described as consisting in the absorption 
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of man's will into the will of God, or the annihila- 
tion of the human when merged in the divine. 
There may be something of high and captivating 
sound in this language of an inflated philosophy 
or of a dark and dreamy mysticism ; but it wants 
the element of Truth; that vital element of the 
mind and heart of Jesus! "0 my Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me," — there 
was an expression of the human will. "Never- 
theless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt,*" — there 
was the subordination and submission of the 
human to the divine. And this is according to 
godliness and truth. This is the posture in which 
the Saviour requires that we place our own souls 
whenever we say, "Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven." "The end and consummation 
here prayed for," says a modem writer, expounding 
the sentiments of Augustine, "is the bringing 
aU the lesser circles of the wills of God's creatures 
to have the same centre as the great circle of God's 
all-embracing wilL Q^d's will is not that His I 
creatures should not will, but that they should | 
will only what is good and true; it is not that 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 39. 
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their wills should be annihilated, but brought 
back into harmony with the will of perfect good- 
ness. This," continues the same writer, "may 
seem at first a distinction hardly worth making ; 
yet the whole Monothelite controversy was a witness 
to the deep importance which the Church attached 
to the maintaining of the reality, in the perfected 
manhood of her head and so also in her members, 
of a human will which, subordinated indeed to 
the divine will, yet should not be abolished by it." 
It was completely thus, as we have seen, with 
the perfect holy Son of Man. Oh that, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the same mind may 
ever increasingly prevail within ourselves! 

But is it not like a fault in the human will 
when, as in the case before us, it even for a moment 
shrinks or recoils from that which is in accordance 
with the will of God ? It is to be observed that 
the Saviour did not deprecate the cup, considered 
as presented by His Father; it was in that point 
of view that He obediently accepted it. But His 
human will started back from it as a bitter cup, 
a cup of suffering. And, if it be asked. Was not 
this a want of excellence ? we answer, It was one 



86 OUB sayiofb's pbatebs. 

point of excellence itself. If trath be good — ^if 
human nature, as God at first created it, was good — 
and if the suffering to which our Saviour had 
regard was anything more than a mere semblance — 
then it was natural and right that His feelings 
and desires should spontaneously take that direc- 
tion. "If it be possible, let this cup pass froia 
me!" In itself, the desire of mankind to be 
exempt from pain and death is pure, sincere, and 
every way lawful The apathy of the stoic will 
not bear comparison with the sublime and holy 
virtue of the perfect Son of Man. "It would 
have argued a £sdse, imlovely, blunt, unnatural 
state of soul if, in the prospect of His dark and 
tremendous sufferings, there had been no shrinking 
or shuddering in the breast of Jesus, — no desire 
to escape, if possible, from the impending agony." 
And this feature of His mental history, such 
as it really was, "so far from detracting from the 
beauty of His sacred picture, tends entirely to 
its perfection."* It is a clear indication of the 
fact, which we so gratefully acknowledge, that 
"Christ, in the truth of our nature," — ^yea^ and 

* Olshaasen. 
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in the perfection or high finish of that nature 
which was sensitiye as well as moral, — ''was made 
like unto us in all things, sin only except, from 
which He was clearly void both in His flesh 
and in His Spirit. He came to be the Lamb 
without spot who, by sacrifice of Himself once 
made should take away the sins of the world; 
and sin, as St. John saith, was not in Him." 
There would have been no victory in G-ethsemane 
if there had been no conflict; but the struggle 
was severe, and the victozy complete. There was 
an ascent from man's sinless, but real and natural, 
sensibility first .to a complete superiority over 
over all human considerations with an entire 
submission to the Father's will, and then to that 
glad and triumphant compliance, which we will 
not desecrate by calling it heroic, when the 
Saviour with firm tread and undaunted spirit 
went forth to meet His enemies, and said, ''Whom 
seek ye P I am He!" See, brethren, what we 
ourselves may do and what we shall hereafter do, 
if we be ever full partakers of the miud that 
was in Christ. In the presence — ^not, strictly 
speaking, of God's will— but of that which God 
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wills concerning any of His seryants, theie may 
be a momentary utterance of No! within that 
senrant's heart; but when he hears Gt>d say 
plainly and dedsiTely *Yes, it must be so/ then 
by the power of the sustaining and animating 
Spirit the very echoes of that first loud protest 
will gradually die away, and out of the silence 
that will ensue* there will arise the sweetest of 
all harmony, even a fnll accord of the feelings, 
desires, and all the manifold powers of the soul, 
saying with one yoice Father, Thy will — ^Thy 
soyereign, righteous, loving will — ^be done! 

One striking feature of minute and complete 
conformity to the dirine will, consisting in the 
punctoal observance of due times or seasons of 
odedience was displayed by our blessed Saviour 
on several occasions during His abode on earth. 
" Qo ye up to this feast," He said to His kinsmen, 
when they urged Him to hasten His visit to 
Judea at the feast of Tabemades, '^ I go not up 
yet unto this fdast; for my time is not yet fbll 
come."* Nor did that time ftilly come until He 
was free firom the company of those men who 

« John Ttt. 8. 



orB bayioub'b pbayebs. 89 

would have made His presence with them in Jeru- 
salem an occasion of yain-glorious display. ''But, 
when His brethren were gone up, then went He 
also up unto the feast not openly, but as it were 
in' secret."* And thus, throughout our Saviour's 
history, there are frequent intimations of a patient 
abstaining &om action, on the ground that His 
time, — ^the proper time, according to the will of 
Gtody and therefore according to the preciseness 
of His duty, — was not come. On the other hand, 
there was no deh&y when the season for perform- 
ance had arrived; then there was no unseemly 
consulting with flesh and blood ; there was nothing 
but prompt obedience. And we may profitably 
learn how this holy life of Jesus was a stream 
always flowing fresh from the deep springs of 
godliness within Him, when we find that this very 
punctuality in the fulfilment of His Father's will 
formed one subject of intercourse with Him in 
His prayers. ''Father, the hour is come; glorify 
Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee."t 
Surely there is deep meaning in these words. It 
is more than likely that our Saviour had often 

• John va. 10. t John xvU. 1. 
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said, in effect, ** Thy will be done," in the matter 
of delay; and now He said the same when He 
knew that, in the case of a painful trial, delay 
could be no longer. And in this way, as in others. 
His character is seen to rise above the imperfections 
which cleave, in general, to even the best of men. 
We are apt to be either too precipitate in serv- 
ing Gk>d, or too sluggish ; disposed to say 
hastily and even prematurely, *' Lord, I will follow 
Thee whithersoever Thou goest,"* — or else, "Lord, 
suffer me first to go and bury my father."t Both 
these extremes miss the perfection of obedience. 
We ought to wait for Gt)d*B voice in the call of 
duty, and not to hesitate a moment when that voice 
is heard; to follow God, but not to run before 
Him. He who did Gt>d's will perfectly, avoided 
even the more specious and plausible of the two 
extremes, — ^the extreme of haste. He knew, and 
acted in accordance with His knowledge, — ^that it 
was not for Him to choose, but to await the seasons 
of obedience and even the time of His own self- 
sacrifice. What we call -patience or caution may 
indeed often be nothing else than timidity, self- 

• Matt. TiU. 19. t Matt. yiU. 21. 
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indulgence, or self-seeking; in fact, one form of 
self-will; but still the truth remains that there 
is a forwardness and haste which is after all only 
the same self-will in another of its developements. 
If self-will be the principle of action, men are 
of course always ready to act whenever they may 
please; but the christian, who desires to do the 
will of God and to make that wiU the guide of 
all his movements, will wait until, so &r as he 
can understand, that will has fixed the time of 
action. He must wait until he can say, with full 
sincerity, in the hour of calm reflection, and in 
the spirit of real devotion, " Eather the hour is 
come."* 

While our Saviour teaches us to pray, " Give us 
this day our daily bread," we recognize the voice 
of Him who, when He was tempted to make and 
take what the Pather had not given, — an act which 
He could not commit either as the consubstantial 
Son of God, or as the holy and perfect Son of 
Man, — replied "It is written, man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God."t All the materials of 

• John xviL 1. t Matt. iv. 4. 
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our subsifitence and well-being, — our own common 
food, no less than the manna that fell in the 
wilderness of old, — ^and, more than this, even the 
vezy Word and sacraments which are appointed 
for the nourishment of our spiritual life, — are 
things which point out of and beyond themselves 
to Him in whom, even naturally speaking, we 
live and move and have our being, and &om 
whom we must receive our spiritual life, not merely 
by the hearing of the ear or by the use of any 
bodily organs, but by the act of faith. A right 
apprehension of this fast would tend to give 
earnestness to our petitions whenever we say, 
"Give us this day our daily bread;** it would 
lead us to be humble, and earnest, and fervent 
when we pray unto God that He will send us 
all things that be needful both for our souls 
and bodies. 

When our Lord was on the point of miraculously 
feeding the five thousand, "He commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the 
five loaves and the two fishes, and, looking up to 
heaven. He blessed, and brake and gave the loaves 
to His disciples, and the disciples to the multi- 
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tude."* It has been thought probable that the 
Saviour on this occasion pronounced the grace 
before meals which was at that time in common 
use among the Jews. Others again, attending to 
the exact import of the words " looking up to 
heaven He blessed/' suppose them rather to refer 
to some act of thanksgiving specially adapted to 
the occasion. In the parallel passage of St. Luke, 
it is said, ^'looking up to heaven He blessed them," 
i. e. He pronounced a benediction over the articles 
of food. In this whole transaction there is a re- 
markable manifestation of our Saviour's divine 
energy, and perhaps we may be permitted to 
suppose that, if His words were simply eucharistic, 
this may have been because, even as man, He 
Himself already knew what He was about to do ; 
so that, in this case, we have one more instance 
of the exact truthfulness of every expression that 
fell from our Saviour's lips. To His apprehension, 
the bread was already given ; the act was virtually 
done; and therefore His spirit of prayer found 
its appropriate utterance not in supplication, but 
in thanksgiving. Prayer, in its perfection, is 

* Matt. xiv. 19. 
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largely imbued with the spirit of thankfulness. 
Supplication with thanksgiving is the rule pre- 
scribed in scripture; supplication with thanks- 
giving is the order of our church ; and such should 
be the practice of individual worshippers who, in 
Christ*s name, call upon our heavenly Father. 
Is not the absence of thanksgiving too often to 
be numbered among the imperfections of our 
prayers ? And ought we not to take a lesson 
from our Lord's conduct while we observe how 
readily His spirit ran into the channel of grateful 
and adoring praise? Let us often look up to 
heaven and bless the Father of all mercies, the 
giver of all good ! 

Tbuth was, as it were, the key-note of our 
Saviour's life. The more closely we examine His 
words and works, the more we shall perceive that 
this great element of moral excellence pervades 
them all. It has already been observed that there 
exists one clear exception to the rule that we may 
look for the several petitions of the Lord's prayer, 
in words or substance, among the personal prayers 
of our blessed Saviour Himself. That exception 
concerns the clause imploring forgiveness of sins. 
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"We nowhere read of any such petition as having 
been offered by the Lord Jesus, on His own ac- 
count. The second Adam was without sin. Sinless, 
as to His own person, He stood in the sight 
of God, — and while He could say, " Pather, 
glorify Thy name," or "Father, Thy will be 
done,*' He could not say, "Father forgive my 
trespasses." And the Lord Jesus Christ, as He 
was without all other sin, so He was free 
from the stain of a false humility, something 
seemingly good, as it wears the appearance of 
humility, but yet really bad because of its stamp 
of falseness. There does exist a sinfiil defect 
of this kind in the characters of many imperfect 
men, whose hearts, we would strongly hope, are 
on the whole right with God. Sometimes, through 
want of a due acquaintance with their own hearts, 
these men do not detect the falseness which in 
this case constitutes their sin; and sometimes, 
though partly conscious of this want of truth, 
yet, since on the whole the fault appears to lean 
so greatly to the side of virtue, they willingly 
deceive themselves by a practical belief that the 
sin of insincerity is more than compensated by 
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the grace of lowliness. Ail this is the darkness 
of error and evil, and is not to be detected^ 
for a moment, in the pure soul of Jesus. The 
Saviour was clear from sin even in its most 
subtle and most specious forms. And if we duly 
consider the temper and conduct of our great 
Exemplar in the matter now before us, we may 
deduce this profitable lesson for ourselyes, that, 
in our confessions of sin and unworthiness in 
the sight of heaven, our lips ought never, even 
in the way of exaggeration or excess, to be at 
yariance with our consciences and hearts. All 
of us, without any exception, have need to pray, 
"Father, forgive us our trespasses!" but if 
any one be not conscious of transgression, if any 
do not feel that, of himself, he is really a sinner 
in the sight of God, then, before he gives utter- 
ance to this petition, "let him search and examine 
himself, and that not lightly and after the manner 
of dissemblers with G-od," but so that he may 
take up this prayer in the pure Ups of sincerity 
and truth. Oh, how much better for a man to 
pause awhile — to contemplate the nature and 
extent of the spiritual and holy law, reaching 
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even to tbe thoughts, and calling for genuine, 
heart-felt, imwavering lore to Qod and man — and 
to compare with this law all the feelings of his 
heart and all the actions of his life, how much 
better thus to deliberate on that great question, 
" Am I, or am I not, a sinner ?" than to add sin 
to sin by rushing into G-od's presence with a 
falsehood on the tongue. The one is the way 
to penitence, which will speedily result in prayer ; 
the other is a means of hardening the heart and 
of removing it farther than ever from the great 
centre of holiness. And if any persons imagine 
that there is some goodness or virtue in exaggerated 
confessions of sin, — in confessions beyond their 
experience, that is to say, confessions which they 
do not feel, — ^let them be earnestly assured that 
there can be no goodness where there is not 
truth; and that the task which lies immediately 
before them is first to search out their sin, and 
then to confess it before God imploring pardon 
in the name of Christ. No such prayer can ever 
be too lowly; only, let it be sincere. 

He who could not say, "Father, forgive me," 
could and did say, "Father, forgive them." 

H 
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Whether or not we regard these words as inter- 
cessory on behalf of others as well as the persecuting 
Jews, and as having been uttered by Christ as the 
great Mediator at the very moment in which He 
was most heavily bearing the sins of the world, 
still they at all events include a prayer from the 
human soul of Jesus with reference to His personal 
enemies on Calvary. Here is a prayer of forgiving 
love — a petition offered up by one who was from 
His heart forgiving men their trespasses against 
Himself. And observe how it bears the mark 
of earnest and intense reality. It was not a 
prayer of mere form, or coldly offered solely with 
a view to discharge a duty, but it shews that it 
had its origin in Love by embodying a plea, by 
the use of an argument, which was at once an 
indication of the sincerity and earnestness of the 
Bedeemer's prayer, and was perhaps the only 
argument which love itself could truly plead in 
the offenders' favour. "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." 

And let us bear in mind that, in our own petitions, 
as we must not simulate penitence, so neither must 
we present to the eye of heaven a counterfeit of love. 
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It is something real — something so real that it can 
be offered only by the soul that is renewed by Gk)d 
the Holy Ghost — which our Saviour demands, 
when He says to us, "If ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Pather will also forgive 
you; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses."* 
It is said in scripture that our Lord " suffered, 
being tempted,"t and that "in the days of His flesh 
He offered up prayers and supplication (ticenjptas, 
entreaties for aid and protection) with strong crying 
(i. e. with an earnest outcry, with a loud voice) 
and tears unto Him that was able to save Him irom 
death.";]: The Saviour did not picture to Himself 
any imaginary evils, nor did His thoughts brood 
over any unreal wants; this would have been at 
variance with truth and below the standard of 
His moral perfection. Eut He encountered real 
evils, He was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin, and the posture of His soul under 
these afflictive circumstances was precisely that 
which He has taught us to assume for ourselves, 
while we say, " Lead us not into temptation, but 

* Matt. Ti. 14—15. t Heb. ii. 18. } Heb. ▼. 7. 
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deliver us from eyil!" When any thing may 
threaten to hurt us, or when the author of eril 
may assault us, then let us say, in the words of 
David, — and who shall affirm that these very words 
were not afterwards employed by a greater than 
David ? — " Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my rock; 
be not silent to me ; lest, if Thou be silent to 
me, I become like them that go down into the 
pit."* "O keep my soul, and deliver me; let 
me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in Thee."t 
It is written for our encouragement, "We have 
not an High Priest which cannot be touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need."J The perfection of our Saviour's 
earthly prayers, when contrasted with the imper- 
fection of our own, instead of being a source of 
discouragement to us or a ground of fear, may 
well serve to confirm in our minds the cheering 
assurance that our great Litercessor knows how 
to plead on our behalf without the shadow of 

* Psalm xxTUi. 1. t Psalm xxv. 20. t Heb. ir. 15. 
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fiulure or defect. Well may we lose all fear arising 
from the insufficiency of even our most humble 
and fervent petitions in a firm persuasion of the 
all-sufficiency of our Eedeemer's merits and the 
infallible success of His heavenly intercessioiL 
And, according to the measure of our simple and 
faithful dependence on our Advocate with the 
Father, will be our strength, our victory, and our 
joy. 

Eesides this, when we feel, as well we may, that 
we know not what to pray for as we ought, have 
we not also the comfort of knowing that '^the 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities?" Only let it not 
be forgotten that, in the matter of prayer, as well 
as in that of spiritual enlightenment, the Spirit 
helps us by the word. Under the economy of the 
Gospel we have no covenant-right to expect a 
participation in the saving operations of the Spirit 
independently of our right use of the word of 
revelation, including, as that word does include, 
the Holy Sacraments. That sacred word is, as it 
were, the appointed conductor of spiritual influence 
to our souls, and we must take hold of the 
conductor if we would receive the influence. The 
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-word, in a faithfhl heart, is the fuel which the 
Spirit £uis into a flame; and the fuel must be 
there if we desire that the flame should be kindled 
and ascend. Therefore, let us pray oyer our Bibles ; 
let us devoutly make use of every Scriptural 
means of grace, with simplicity and faith ;^ — and 
theu we may rest assured that God the Holy Spirit 
will so assist us in the work, and the heavenly 
Intercessor will so effectually plead on our behalf, 
that we shall receive, according to our necessities, 
the fulfilment of that promise, "Verily, verily I 
say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Pather 
in my name, He will give it you."* 



• JohB ZTi. ». 



SERMON V. 



Best for the Bighteous, 



Isaiah lvii. 1 — 2.—" The bightbous pbmshbth, 

AKD -so -HUlSS LATETH IT TO HBABT ; AETD MSBCI- 
rUL MEN ABE TAKEN AWAY, NOlirB COTTSIDEBrNa 
THAT THE BIGHTEOUS IB TAKEN AWAY EBOM THE 
EYIL TO OOME. He SHALL EKTEB INTO PEACE ; 
THEY SHALL BEST IN THEIB BEDS; EACH ONE 
WALKING IN HIS TTPBIGHTNESS." 

The death of the righteous is their entraDce into 
rest. They will not partake of their complete 
redemption, their full gloiy and blessedness with 
Christ, until the resurrection. But they enter into 
peace and rest — ^they are removed for ever from 
suffering, sin, and danger, as soon as they are 
removed from their present state of being by the 
hand of death. 
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The Spirit of God has not given in Bcripture 
any answer whatever to curious or useless enquiries 
concerning the intermediate state of departed souls 
between the hour of death and the day of their 
glorious resurrection. It has seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit, in more passages than one, to point 
out to us their condition as one of perfect security 
and repose. In this point of view it is said that 
they are asleep ; not that they are unconscious ; 
but that they are taking rest. '^ Our friend Lazarus 
sleepeth." Stephen ''fell asleep.'* All who die in the 
faith of the gospel " sleep in Jesus." And the idea 
which pervades these verses is that holy men of 
God, when they die, are taken from evil and enter 
into rest. The righteous perisheth, i. e. dies, and 
no man layeth it to heart, — ^none of the careless 
and ungodly world take notice of the event so as 
to derive from it the lessons which they ought to 
learn; — ^and merciful men, or, as it should rather 
be translated, holy men — ^men of piety or holiness 
— are taken away, none considering that the righte* 
ous is taken away from the evil — ^the evil that is 
in the world; the evil which they had already 
suffered, as well as the evil, to which our tranaUtom 
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have added, yet "to oome." He shall enter into 
peace; thej shall rest in their beds; each one 
walking in his uprightness, — ^literally, every one 
that walketh aright ; every one that walks humbly 
with his Ood in the ways of righteousness and 
truth, — that orders his life according to the re- 
vealed will of God and follows the guidance of 
His Holy Spirit. And it is thus with believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; with every one that walk- 
eth uprightly according to the truth of the gospel ; 
every one who comes to God and walks with 
God by Him who is the way, the truth, and the 
life. 

Not to speak of the glory which shall hereafter 
be revealed, they shalt enter into peace even at 
the moment of their death. The grave shall be to 
them a quiet resting place ; — ^the bed where their 
mortal bodies shall repose while their souls are 
safe in the hands of a &ithful Creator. " Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 
Thy salvation.*' "I heard a voice from heaven, 
saying imto me. Write, blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the 
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Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them."* 

In this declaration there is something implied, 
as well as something simply and directly afiSrmed. 
It is implied that even the godly are subject to 
sufferings, disquietude, and pain, as long as they 
continue in this life — that they are, at least, exposed 
to calamity as well as other men, — ^that they are 
not " taken away from the evil" until they are 
taken from the world. And then it is moreover 
affirmed that they are delivered from all suffering 
— ^they are taken away from the evil — they enter 
into peace and rest, when they die. Let these two 
points form the subject of our present meditation, 
with humble prayer for that teaching from above 
which alone can enable us rightly and profitably 
to lay these things to heart ! 

The servants of Gk)d, as well as other men, are 
exposed to outward afflictions and to the suffering 
of calamity, pain and grief, as long as they continue 
in this life. Best it is said remaineth to them. It 
is reserved for them. It is not already in posses- 
sion. They experience, in various ways, the truth 

♦ Rev. xiv. IS. 
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of the Saviour's words, " In the world ye shall have 
tribulation." They may, in some cases, be able to 
enter into the Apostle's meaning when he said, "If 
in this life only we have hope, we are of all men 
most miserable."* They sleep in Jesus. They rest 
from trouble ; and what is more, they rest from sin. 
True it is indeed that no small measure of rest 
has already been imparted to the believer's soul 
by grace, received through faith. "We which have 
believed do enter into rest."t And as faith grows 
and flourishes, so does the believer obtain more 
and more repose and increasing freedom, if not &om 
outward troubles, yet from their weight and pres- 
sure. There is a holy calm and quietness within 
his soul even amidst the agitations and tumults 
of the world in proportion as he confides in that 
word of promise, "He that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep.' ' There is a sweet serenity 
and peace for every one who complies daily and 
hourly with that part of his Christian vocation, 
"Casting all your care upon Him for He careth 
for you."J And it is our blessed privilege to look 
around the world, to search through time and 

* 1 Cor. XV. 19. t Heb. vr. 3. t 1 Peter v. 7. 



108 BEST FOB THE BiaHTEOUS. 

through eternity, and find no answer to that 
question, " "Who is he that can harm you, if ye be 
followers of that which is good ?"• 

Still through the evil that is in the world, through 
man's infirmity and sin, by virtue of his very position 
and circumstances in this life, there is trouble on this 
side of the grave for every descendant of Adam, 
not excepting even those who have been bom 
again of God and are heirs of immortality. Eut, 
why so? How are we to account for this? 
How can we explain the fact that the Mends of 
God, heirs of future glory, are frequently and 
deeply involved in present tribulation? Is it 
that their God and Father overlooks or neglects 
them P Is it that the blessed Saviour disregards 
their present welfare while He is preparing their 
future habitations? Nothing of the kind. All 
things are theirs — life and death — things present 
and things to come, — all are theirs ; and all shall 
be made to work together for their good. It is 
their privilege to say with the Apostle, "This light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, shall work 

« 1 Peter iti. 18. 
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out for US a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory !* 

There are two points of view, among others, 
in which we may regard the afflictions of God's 
people in this life. Pirst, as a means in the hand 
of God, of instruction, correction, and discipline; 
and secondly, as a trial or test of their religious 
character — their state of heart before God. And 
to these considerations oiu: remarks, under this 
head, must be confined. 

In the first place let us regard the afflictions 
and tribulations of God's people in this life — the 
evils from which they are not yet taken away, — as 
designed for their instruction, correction, and 
wholesome discipline. It cannot be for one moment 
doubted that God, in His wisdom and love, makes 
use of the sufierings of this present state for these 
gracious purposes in favour of those whom He 
has adopted into His family, and is training as 
heirs of glory. By affliction as well as by the 
written word under the agency of the Holy Spirit 
He teacheth man knowledge. It is one of the 
various methods by which He makes His people 

* 2 Cor. ir. 17. 
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know and feel, more and more thoroughly, what 
He id and what they are, — what is the richness 
of the inheritance of the saints, and what is the 
poverty of earth and the littleness of all that earth 
can give. It is in this way, as well as in others, 
that He withdraws the vain heart of man from the 
vain world around him, and fixes it more closely 
on himself and on the pleasures that are at His 
right hand for evermore. Not unfrequently, in 
very faithfulness and mercy, He commissions ad- 
versity, as a severe but useful teacher, to admonish 
us of our wanderings, to check us in our idle and 
profitless pursuits, to make us to pause in an erro- 
neous and downward course, to constrain us, as it 
were with a friendly violence, to walk in the ways 
of faith and holiness, of integrity and self-denial, 
of peace and eternal life. 

There is spiritual danger in temporal prosperity. 
Numbness and lethargy soon begin to steal upon 
the soul that is at ease in things pertaining to this 
life. The sweet rays of divine grace which have 
fallen from heaven into the believer's soul begin to 
grow dim amidst the false glare of outward serenity 
and splendour; and the flame of heavenly love is 
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too often suffered to begin to die away and to 
waste for want of its proper fuel and support. 
Alas, sometimes, even before the loss is felt, the 
Heavenly Comforter has been rudely entertained 
and well-nigh rejected by the soul that is at ease 
in the midst of this world's goods, simply because 
that its abundance of comforts, sensible and present, 
has begun to weaken its perception and experience 
of spiritual emptiness, wretchedness, and need. 

A man, once perhaps aroused to .a sense of the 
importance of eternal things, is tempted to yield 
himself to the enjoyment of earthly gratifications 
and to feel and act as if these were the adequate 
portion of his immortal spirit. He forgets the 
future in the present ; he neglects more and more 
the one thing needful, — the salvation of his soul — 
he no longer listens attentively to the voice of God 
speaking to him by conscience and in the written 
word. His earthly and corrupt propensities grow 
and gather strength in proportion to the means 
and opportunities of indulgence. His spiritual 
life declines. His soul grows torpid. It becomes, 
by degrees, like a putrid lake, that sends up from 
its peaceful and dormant surface those noxious 
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exhalations, which not only give proof of its own 
stagnation, but corrupt the atmosphere and spread 
disease and death through the surrounding country. 
Such is indeed a picture of a human soul stag- 
nating and corrupting beneath the sunshine of 
this world's prosperity, — spoiled by too much 
ease, by mere inactivity and idle dissipation, and a 
vain satisfaction in things temporal and present, 
and becoming pestilential by its evil influence to 
those around. 

Now the Lord in His faithfulness and love 
sends deliverance to His people from the dangers 
of a calamity such as this. Happy are they if they 
accept the deliverance by whatever hand it may be 
conveyed ! Not unfrequently their heavenly Father 
sends, in this case, some sharp affliction as the 
best and perhaps the only remedy. He employs it 
in mercy as the means in His hands of awakening 
and recovering the weak, sinful, sinking soul. He 
sends it as a stem but blessed messenger, saying. 
What meanest thou, O sleeper. Awake and call 
upon thy God I It may be that some painful and 
lingering disease shall exhaust the spirits, or lay the 
body low, and strip off the disguise from this false 
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and ensnarmg world. How changed the scene! 
What impediments have been removed, what room 
has been made for the approach of a friendly 
visitor, — ^the wisdom from above ! What a silence 
has been created, in which Gbd in His mercy pleases 
to continue His pleadings with the erring creature 
of His hand that His voice of truth and compassion 
may be distinctly heard ! Or, there may be some 
blight upon outward worldly prosperity; perhaps 
riches may make to themselves wings and fly away ; 
reputation may decline, the designs of ambition 
may be defeated ; sources of ordinary gratification 
i may be cut off ; friends may be called away; the world 
may change ! What an invitation — what a sum- 
mons for the vain heart to relax its hold upon 
that which is so fleeting and uncertain, and to 
fix itself upon things unchanging and eternal! 
And G-od may graciously send home to the heart 
and conscience the proclamation which these 
changes so loudly make — ^This is not your rest! 
It is polluted! Arise, and seek better things to 
come ! Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven 
where moth and rust do not corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through and steal ! Brethren, 
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good is tbe instraction which even natural evils 
may convey. Not a pang can be endured, not a 
disappointment can befSd us, not a failure or a 
loss or a contradiction can be incurred, which may 
not be made to us a herald of wisdom, a teacher 
of good things, a counsellor of peace ! And it is 
distinctly revealed to us as one part of Gtod's 
wise and holy method in recalling men's souls to 
Himself, in keeping them humble and close to 
Him, or in promoting their growth in grace and 
spirituality of mind, to give a commission to these 
stem messengers to go forth into His people's 
path and cry aloud, and teach. "Behold, happy 
is the man whom God correcteth !" " Lo, all things 
worketh God oftentimes with man to bring back his 
soul from the pit to be enlightened with the light 
of theUvingr* 

But it may not always be for the purpose of 
this correction and severe reproof that God's 
people are made to endure a common, or even 
large and unusual, share of temporal calamity. 
There are other reasons for their not being exempt 
&om natural evil as long as they are sojourning 

» Job xxziii. 49—80. 
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here below. How useful and even needful, and 
how blessed in their result, are the afflictions of 
this life, if we regard them simply as permitted 
or sent for the trial and manifestation of the sin- 
cerity of our faith and the reality of our love to 
God ! Eeflect on them for a few moments under 
this point of view, and you may easily discover 
their value and their use. Man naturally loves 
himself and is disposed to refer all things to his 
own interest and enjoyment. And this mere love 
may lead us to speak and act, and in some degree 
to feel, as if we loved God, so long as He con- 
tinues to pour upon us those temporal and sensible 
benefits in which we delight. "We may be even 
naturally disposed to acquiesce in His dealings 
and dispensations, — to approve His ways as good, — 
to speak of them with honour, — as long as they 
accord with our own inclinations and desires. 
While temporal blessings are accorded to men of 
worldly and carnal minds, their desires are gratified, 
and so far the ways of God and the hearts of these 
men are as one. But here is no proof that their 
will is, in a holy sense, conformed to the will of 
God ; — nothing to make it manifest that they are 
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not ready to demand that G-od's will sbonld yield 
to tkeirs rather than that theirs should bend and 
finbmit to His; in one word, there is no proof 
that they are spiritually minded, or that they love 
God, merely because they are disposed to say 
good is the giver in His blessings and His gifts! 
All this may be a simple effect of self-loye and 
of a worldly mind. But, it is not natural to 
acquiesce in the will of God, and to bless Him 
in what He does, when He takes away this or 
that object of our affection or desire. It is an 
effect not of nature, but of grace, to be able 
cheerfully to say, ''The Lord gave, and the Lord 
taketh away ; blessed be the name of the Lord." 
Just and right it is indeed to love and praise the 
giver in and for His gifts ; but blessed is the proof 
of the power of divine grace within the soul when we 
can love God without His gifts; when we can 
be satisfied with our portion in Him without 
having also what we naturally wish and desire 
upon earth; when it becomes evident that we will 
what God wills and because He wills it, and 
are therefore able to receive evil at His hands 
as well as good without murmuring or repining. 
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Sure proof of love, and a means of confirming 
and increasing it, when we practically say, "Not 
my will, but Thine be done !" As long as aU things 
are according to our wish, — as long as they are 
in accordance with the feelings and desires of 
mere human nature, so long it is comparatively 
difficult — we do not say impossible, for even 
the most prosperous man may work the works 
of G-od, but yet so long it is comparatively 
difficult—to determine whether we will what God 
does, or whether it be merely that God is doing 
what we will. But when God does what we 
naturally do not will, and yet we acquiesce in 
what is done because we know and feel by ex- 
perience that this is the Lord's wiU, then here 
is a proof of the work of grace within us. And 
here also, we may add, is a blessed preparation 
for that heaven wherein GK)d'8 servants serve 
Him without interruption, abatement, or delay, 
— where all is unclouded happiness, because all 
is pure, holy, and undoubted love. ''The tarial 
of your &ith is much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth;" and when it shall be tried with 
fire — ^the fire of tribulation, affliction, or if it need 
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be, persecution — and being tried sball be found 
sincere, then also will it be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
What Moses said to Israel of old may be here- 
after addressed, with great intensity of meaning, 
to many a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ who 
has trodden an unusually mournful path through 
this vale of tears; ^^Thou shalt remember all the 
way which the Lord thy God led thee those forty 
years in the wilderness, to humble thee and to 
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, 
whether thou wouldest keep His commandments 
or no."* And those who, at the last, shall 
have come out of much tribulation and stand 
before the throne of God and of the Lamb, will 
be able abundantly to testify to the truth of the 
Apostle's declaration, — that ''tribulation worketh 
patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope, and hope maketh not ashamed." 

Such appear to be some reasons for which God 
permits, and even more or less directly inflicts, 
the sufferings of His people in this present life. 
Hence it is that, although they have obtained 

♦ Deut. vilL 2. 
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through Christ, the divine favour, they are not 
yet exempted from mortal ills and worldly troubles. 
Hence it is that, in this respect, they have not 
yet entered into rest, — they are not removed from 
afSiction and calamity, as long as they continue 
in this life. 

But while the truth which we have thus far con- 
sidered is implied in the language of our text, 
there is also another truth which it plainly and 
emphatically declares, and that is, that the troubles 
of God's people are ended for ever when this 
short life is past. Then they enter into peace. 
Then, whatever their troubles in time past, they 
begin to experience the fulfilment of this word 
of encouragement and promise, — "There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God !"* 

Death comes to a believer, as Joseph of Arima- 
thea came to Christ, and takes down His body 
from the cross. Cares, which ought to have been 
already laid aside, but which could not be so 
entirely dismissed until sin and unbelief were 
utterly destroyed, do altogether cease, and are then 
hushed for ever. Fear is then no more. The ser- 

• Heb. W. 9. 
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yant of Qod^ when he has put off the tabeniade 
of this body is as far removed firom fear as the 
ungodly is firom hope. A christian's fears, and 
every uneasy apprehension, are all buried in his 
grave as surely and as completely as the vain 
expectation of the unrighteous is destroyed when 
Ood taketh away his breath. There too the believer 
finds deliverance firom all afflictive labours, suffer^ 
ings, and fruitless toil. Of this life it is said, 
''All things are full of labour ;"--of the blessed 
dead, ''They rest firom their labours.'* Of this 
life it is declared, "As then he that was bom after 
the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
spirit, even so it is now;"* — ^but of the grave we 
read. There the wicked cease fix)m troubling, and 
there the weary be at rest. Of this life it is said 
" In the world ye shall have tribulation, and ye must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of GK>d;" but of that which is to come as the 
portion of every believer in Christ Jesus it is 
affirmed, " Gk>d shall wipe away all tears fix)m their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
any more crying, neither shall there be any more 

• Gal. V. 29. 
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pain ; for the former things have passed away.'* 

And there is yet anoth^ kind of rest upon 
which the good man enters at the dose of his 
earthly pilgrimage ; a rest too which to his mind 
and feeling is more important, sweeter, and more 
predons than the other. He obtains rest &om 
his conflict with sin. It is true that, by the grace 
of GKnI, he has already been delivered from the 
love and the prevailing dominion of this evil thing, 
as well as released from condemnation on its 
account; but, as long as he lives, the enemy is 
not quite dead; the victory is not final and com- 
plete. The old Adam, the corrupt nature, is not 
entirely destroyed; — ^temptations abound; — Satan 
assaults; — ^there is a continual struggle between 
good and evil ; and it is only by maintaining this 
struggle in the strength vouchsafed to him that 
the Christian can be finally successful. He is not 
yet entered into his untroubled rest. Too often 
he finds reason to exdaim, " The good that I would, 
I do not ; but the evil which I would not, that I 
do."* And at the same time he knows, and bitterly 
laments, that the fiiult is in himself. He cannot 

* Rom. vii. 19. 
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trace his failures in duty or his commission of sin 
to any deficiency or unfaithfulness on the part of 
God, or to any weakness of divine grace, but to his 
own negligence, his own unbelief, his own want of 
watchfulness, or some other fault whereby he fiiils 
to make use of that grace and strength which €k)d, 
for His part, is willing and waiting, firom moment 
to moment, to supply. And therefore he often 
mourns and says with the holy Psalmist, with 
reference to the evil within, as well as to that 
without, " Oh that I had wings like a dove ; for 
then would I flee away and be at rest."* Or rather, 
he knows that the wings have indeed been given to 
him, — holy desires and heavenly affections are the 
wings with which the living soul, like the living 
bird, would mount up towards heaven, — ^but, there 
is the chain of its captivity not yet broken. It 
does indeed mount up towards heaven, higher 
and higher in its flight the more often it is repeated, 
but yet continually receiving some check or 
hindrance which tells it that it is not absolutely 
free. ''The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh ;"— corrupt nature strives 

* Psalm Iv. 6. 
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and rebels against the power of the life-giving 
Spirit of holiness abiding within the soul, and this 
Spirit of holiness in return resists and mortifies 
and gradually subdues the remainder of corruption. 
The hostility between the two cannot be ended 
until death. G-race, indeed, may and ought to 
grow stronger, and corruption to become weaker; 
— the believer may and ought to be endued with 
more strength to become more and more proof 
against the power of temptation and the assaults 
of Satan ; — but yet, as long as there is one sinful 
motion within the heart, — one selfish feeling, — one 
unbelieving or impatient thought, — and as long as 
he is conversant ¥dth evil examples, or evil tempers, 
or sinful influences which may find, or even seek, 
access or entrance into his soul, — so long he cannot 
be at rest. He must be standing on his guard. 
He must watch and fight against his spiritual 
enemies, the disturbers of his peace. He must 
mourn over every fall which, alas, notwithstanding 
every effort, he will be likely to receive. And he 
will say, " Oh wretched man that I am ; who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ?" He may 
indeed answer with St. Paul, ^^I thank God through 
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Jesus Christ our Lord!" He feels within himself 
the operation of that grace, the Saviour's gift, 
which will at length obtain complete and undisputed 
mastery; he has the pledge and tke earnest of 
complete redemption; he has tke assurance that, 
when the earthly house of this tabernacle shall be 
dissolved, he will possess a house of God not made 
vrith hands, eternal in the heavens. But then this 
last mentioned blessmg is as needful and indis- 
pensable as all the others ; — ^this taking down of the 
sinful body and raising it up a glorious body, — 
this pulling down of the tabemade which had been 
infected with sin, and rearing up another into 
which sin never came and never will find entrance, 
— this is itself one great occasion of a believer*s 
thankfulness to God, througb Christ, in his triumph 
over sin. He would not have cause to thank God 
entirely if this final deliverance had not entered 
into the plan of redemption. Sin, in a believer, 
has been not unaptly compared to the fibres of a 
wild fig-tree growing on a wall ; — ^the tree may be 
apparently removed, and even the root may be 
taken away, — but still some of these fibres will 
remain, and the tree will not be thoroughly de- 
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stroyed until the wall be taken down. In like 
manner nuin's sinful body must be destroyed and 
built up again, made like unto Christ's sinless body, 
translated to a region of perfect holiness, and 
then, but not before, the conquest will be complete. 
But the destruction of the mortal body, for a season, 
brings to every believer not only the prospect of 
a glorious resurrection, but present and perfect 
rest from that evil, — the worst of all evils, — against 
which he has maintained such a constant and painful 
struggle. It was sin that brought death into the 
world ; it is death, in return, that shall remove a 
believer far from sin and from the curse of sin for 
ever. Death is to him what the angel was to Peter ; 
it smites him, and his chains fall off. He sleeps in 
Jesus — with Jesus — planted completely in the like- 
ness of His death. 

Happy deliverance! Blessed and holy rest! 
The servant of God that has descended to the 
grave shaU never think one more vain or proud 
or otherwise unholy thought ! His will shall never 
again, for one single moment, be at variance with 
the will of God ! His desires and affections shall 
never again depart from the centre of perfection 
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and of bliss ! His eyes shall soon see the TTing in 
His beauty and no dark mists of earthliness or 
sin shall obscure the brightness of that vision! 
Never, throughout a long eternity, will his nature, 
or any part of it, resist the motions of the Spirit 
of Holiness, UVuth, and Love ! But there will be 
an endless and uninterrupted fuMlment of that 
promise, — uninterrupted on his part as it always 
was on the part of Q-od, — ^^ I will dwell in them and 
walk in them, and I will be their God and they 
shall be my people." "And His servants shall 
serve Him : And His name shall be on their fore- 
heads : And they will be pillars in the temple of 
their God : And they shall go no more out." 

He shall enter into peace. They shall rest in 
their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. 
And this as a prelude to a happy resurrection and 
to all the glories of an endless life in the presence 
of their God. "For unto you," says an apocryphal 
writer, "is paradise opened, the tree of life is planted; 
the time to come is prepared ; plenteousness is made 
ready ; a city is builded and rest is allowed, yea, 
perfect goodness and wisdom. The root of evil 
is sealed up from you; weakness and the moth 
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is hid from you, and corruption is fled into hell 
to be forgotten; sorrows are passed, and in the 
end is shewed the treasure of immortality. *'• 
Happy and blessed prospect ! Who would not say, 
''Let me die the death of the righteous and let 
my last end be like Ins." Only let none of us 
deceive himself on this momentous subject. Ee- 
member that if we live in sin, we must lie down 
in sorrow. The wicked is driven away in his wick- 
edness: "Great plagues remain for the ungodly, 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." But oh that to each of ourselves may 
belong the blessedness which has been the subject 
of discourse ! May we have grace, and seek con- 
tinually more grace, to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — to come to God by Him, — to receive of 
Him fulness of grace, — ^to rejoice in God as a 
reconciled Father and to walk humbly and faith- 
fully before Him, — and then at length, after we 
shall have passed the waves of this troublesome 
world, we shall assuredly enter into peace ; we shall 
rest firom our labours ; we shall be numbered among 
those who sleep with Jesus, and whom God will 

« 2 EsdxM TiU. 51—94. 
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hereafter bring with Him. Oh that it may be with 
us no idle, passing, unprofitable wish, — "Let me die 
the death of the righteous and let my last end 
be like his." 



SERMON VI. 



Ohrktian Asswrance, 



1 John, iii. 21. — "Bblotbd, it oub hbaet con- 
demn us NOT, THEN HAVE WE OONFrDENCB 

TOWASD God." 

It was a part of the fidae teaching of the Church 
of Borne, against which our Eeformers did not fail 
to protest, that for the most part, if not always 
throughout this life, a Christian, considered simply 
in his priyate capacity, must be in a state of un- 
certainty or suspense concerning his acceptance 
with G-od or his actual possession of the divine 
approbation and favour. This doctrine was, and 
indeed continues to be, highly convenient in the 
Bomish system, inasmuch as when men do not seek 
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and poBsesB a right confidence toward Gt>d upon 
true grounds, they are the more ready to seek 
a false confidence upon wrong grounds; and 
while Borne persuades men that as individual 
christians they cannot, and even ought not, to 
assure their hearts before God, she goes far 
towards inducing them to seek the pretended 
assistance of the Church by « priestly interces- 
sions, priestly absolutions, and masses for the 
dead. You cannot assure your own hearts, — 
she seems to say — ^let me assure them for you. 
As private christians you cannot but be in a state 
of terrible suspense ; let the church step in to give 
you peace and confidence and rest. However safe 
and good your state may be, you cannot know it 
to be so unless the priest declare it. Left to 
yourselves, at the very best, you must waver in 
doubt, anxiety, and fear; come therefore to that 
seat and voice of authority — ^that only power upon 
earth — ^whereby you may be certified that all is 
well and that there is peace between heaven and 
your souls. 

But this doctrine concerning the necessary un- 
certainty and suspense of the individual christian 
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with reference to his state before God is contrary to 
Scripture. There we find that it is the privilege and 
even the duty of a believer in Jesus to establish 
his heart in a blessed confidence by a simple and 
direct transaction between that heart and God. 
The saints of old enjoyed this persuasion of their 
personal acceptance with the Most High, and they 
enjoyed it in the way of direct and personal com- 
munion with Him. Tou may see this in the history 
of the faithful patriarchs. You may observe it in 
the book of Psalms, — that wonderful portion of 
the divine word which displays to us perhaps all 
the various workings of a renewed and holy heart, 
and where we find sometimes the expressions of 
penitential sorrow, and sometimes even the notes 
of mourning for the absence of some tokens of 
divine love, but not by any means the shadow of 
a doubt whether any. of the writers were, on the 
whole, in a state of reconciliation and acceptance 
with the Father of their spirits. St. Paul says, 
"I know whom I have believed." St. John says, 
in our text and in the verse preceding, "Hereby 
we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure 
our hearts before Him IS our heart condemn 
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us not, then have we confidence toward God.'' 
"Te took joyfully the spoiling of your goods," says 
the writer to the Hebrews, "knowing in yourselves 
that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance." "And," says the same writer, in another 
chapter, " we desire that every one of you do shew 
the same diligence to the full assurance of hope 
unto the end."* And this assurance of hope has been 
happily possessed in no small measure of its ful* 
ness by many of Ood's faithful servants from the 
Apostle's days to the present hour. Nor are there 
wanting, at this moment, many who even perhaps 
amidst outward darkness and distress can enter 
into the feeUngs of a holy man of old, who, in the 
hour of sickness, pointed to his heart and said, 
"Here is light enough !" 

If it be asked why is this holy confidence — ^this 
blessed assurance — comparatively rare, the answer 
must be that the fault is in man, and not in Gk>d. 
Beware of supposing that the Most High arbitrarily 
denies this blessing, or withholds it in any measure i 
without a cause. This is a Christian privilege | 
connected with a Christian duty. If a Christian 



• Heb. vi. 11. 



CHBISTIAN A8SVBAKCS. 138 

had no unbelief and no remains of a corrupt 
nature within him, he would not be exposed to a 
moment's doubt or a shadow of anxiety concerning 
his state of fAVour, acceptance, and sonship with 
the Almighty. It is in proportion to the prevalence 
of evil that assurance decays or is disturbed. The 
blessing is withdrawn so far as the Christian fails 
in his duty. When pride, for example, begins to 
rise, then God may judicially weaken assurance in 
order to recover and promote humility. When 
there is carelessness or negligence in the Christian 
life, then the same punishment may be inflicted 
with a view to merciful correction. But this refusal 
of the comfort of assurance is indeed, in some form 
or other, a punishment for sin, or, to say the leasts 
a chastisement and method of correction. It is 
no arbitrary or merely sovereign act of God in 
reference to the believer's souL And therefore, 
while we admit that, even in the case of true 
Christians, this assurance is not always enjoyed in 
an equal measure, and that it may sometimes be 
altogether absent, we affirm also that the cause is 
within themselves; that they have admitted into 
their hearts or lives something which is contraiy 
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to the existence of this happy persuasion; and 
that it is their wisdom and duty to search for that 
cause, and by divine grace to remove it. 

What then, we may now proceed to ask, is the 
right foundation of Christian assurance P What is 
the ground of this happy persuasion of God's 
favour and of our own safety ? Whence does it arise ? 
How may we possess it? We answer, that a 
Christian's personal assurance is directly founded 
on his personal holiness and conformity to the will 
of G-od. We do not say that his title to heaven 
rests upon this foundation. We do not afiirm that 
his personal godliness and virtue — even though 
considered as the work of divine grace, the effect of 
the Holy Spirit in his heart, — can be rightly re- 
garded as, in any degree, the cause of his acceptance ; 
or that on account of which Q-od bestows on him 
his favour. Far from it. "We are accounted 
righteous before Gk>d only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not 
for our work, or deservings." But still, as long as 
it is true that "good works do spring out necessarily 
of a true and lively faith, insomuch that by them a 
lively faith may be as evidently known as a tree 
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discerned by the fruit," so long also it will be 
true that the confidence of which we speak, — ^the 
persuasion or assurance that we are the children of 
God and in a state of security and &your — cannot 
be rightly entertained without reference to our 
Christian character, as being both to ourselves and 
to others the witness of our fidth, and the only 
oonyincing proof of the all important fact that we 
have believed and do still believe in Christ to the 
saving of the soul. What says St. John in the 
2nd. chapter of this epistle? "Hereby we do 
know that we know Him, if we keep His com- 
mandments. He that saith I know Him, and 
keepeth not His commandments, is a Uar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, 
in him verily is the love of Gtod perfected. Hereby 
know we that we are in Him." Such is the great 
and sole criterion proposed by the word of truth. 
And it is this which the Holy Spirit graciously 
acknowledges in conveying to the soul the comforts 
of Christian assurance. "The Spirit itself," says St. 
Paul, "beareth witness with our spirits that we are 
the children of God."* But this witness of the Spirit 

* Rom. viii. 16. 
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cannot be sepftrated firom that other portion oi bis 
work within the heart which is manifested by the 
existence and conscioiisness of godly affections^ 
b(dy tempers, and christian obedience* These things 
are phunly described and positively required in the 
written word. And it is only by means of a con- 
scious agreement of our personal chamcter with 
this unerring standard that assurance can be law- 
folly obtained. The witness of the Spirit is not 
vouchsafed without it ; or, to speak more strictly^ 
without it there is nothing in our favour to which 
that testimony can be given. ''Our rejoicing is this, 
the testimony of our conscience/' If our heart 
— ^i. e., our oonscienoey — an enlightened, sanctified, 
christian consdence, — ^if tiiis do not condemn us, 
then, but not otherwise, have we confidence 
toward God. There must be the testimony of 
the w(»d— the testimony of conscience — and the 
testimony of the Spirit, all combined. The word 
sets forth the principles and character of true 
Christians, who, through mercy and for Christ's 
sake, are in the enjoyment of God*s favour. Con- 
science attests the &ct that a man is influenced by 
those principles and possesses this character. And 
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then the Holy Spirit witneBses with our spirits 
that we are the children of Ood. He enlightens 
the judgment to apprehend aright the precepts and 
promises of scripture. He guides the conscience so 
as to perceive that, through this influence of His 
own sanctifying grace, there has been and is a real 
conformity of heart and life to the good and perfect 
will of God ; and then He graciously enables us to 
draw a satisfactory condusion concerning our state 
of peace and acceptance with our heavenly Father. 
He vouchsafes to us His special aid so far as it is re- 
quired, whereby we may overcome our natural timi- 
dity, or the temptations of Satan, or the effects of 
human errors and mistakes, or the unfounded sus- 
picions or suggestions of misguided or uncharitable 
men, or whatever else may stand in the way of our 
comfort and our peace. ** My conscience also,'* says 
an Apostle, ^'bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost." 
Here then is Christian assurance, — here is that 
blessed confidence, whereby an individual believer 
with the Bible in his hand, and the grace of the 
Holy Spirit in his heart, may lift up his head, 
knowing that he is indeed at peace with God and 
that his complete "redemption draweth nigh." 
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But obsenre bow different tbis is from a vain 
and unbolj presumption. Presumption is a fiUse 
and deceitful tbing witbout foundation. It bas no 
Scripture for its warrant. It is like a will witbout 
witnesses, null and void in law. " To tbe law and 
to tbe testimony : if tbey," eitber men, or angels, 
or tbe most comfortable tbougbts of your own 
mind, "speak not according to tbis word, it is 
because tbere is no Hgbt in tbem.*' Let your 
persuasion come wbence it may, if it come not by 
tbis way it must be Mse. And tben it cannot 
be tbe witness of tbe Spirit. His testimony is 
always agreeable to tbe written word and is 
tberefore always grounded upon sanctification, or 
boliness of beart and life. And it is a maxim to 
be carefully remembered, tbat "tbe Spirit in tbe 
beart cannot contradict tbe Spirit in tbe word." 

Again, presumption springs up and is maintained 
witbin tbe beart witbout bumiliation on account 
of sin. But a scriptural and rigbt assurance bas 
been well compared to a sweet juice tbat flows 
from a bruised reed. Witbout bruising, it does 
not flow. And if your bearts bave not been made 
and kept bumble and contrite on account of sin, 
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there is reason to fear lest all your confidence and 
elation of mind be no better than presumption. 
We would say, very solemnly, to those who enjoy 
what they deem an assurance of their salvation 
without having felt a deep conviction of their 
sinfulness and danger and without still mourning 
over sin, — Take heed lest ye be deceived. Search 
and see whence this persuasion comes. How 
earnest thou by thy venison so soon f Didst thou 
obtain it lawfully? Is it true that "the Lord 
brought it thee f " — ^Does the persuasion that rests 
within your soul come from Him who has called 
you to happiness and glory, or from him who 
would allure you to destruction? Consider too. 
that assurance, proceeding from its right source, 
contributes to keep the heart in a lowly posture. 
St. Paul had a firm assurance; and, how great 
was his humility ! In his own esteem, he was less 
than the least of all saints and "not meet to be 
called an Apostle." The more love a Christian 
receives from G-od the more he regards himself 
as a debtor to free grace; and the sense of his 
growing and accumulating debt keeps him humble. 
But presumption is widely different. As it 
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proceeds from pride, so does it encourage aad 
foster pride, — ^pride in the presence of the sinner's 
Ood, and pride with regard to his poor fellow- 
sinners in the world. '^G-od, I thank Thee that I 
am not as other men are nor even as this 
publican!*' That is set forth to us as the lan- 
guage of arrogance and presumption, not of the 
lowly and modest but blessed confidence, wherebj 
the true Christian is enabled to assure his heart 
before God. 

And yet once more, you may distinguish between 
assurance and presmnption by the presence or ab- 
sence of holy fear and caution, jealousy of self, and 
Christian circumspection. Presumption is compara- 
tively, and often altogether, careless. He who has no 
money about him, as one says, is not a&aid to travel 
unprotected in the dark. He who is elated with a vain 
idea of his own safety and his own powers, or even 
with a presumptuous and unscriptural persuasion of 
divine assistance, is not afraid of defiling his 
garments as he walks through this wicked world* 
But he who possesses a right and genuine assurance 
has learnt to take heed of whatever would darken 
or destroy it. He is fearful of forbidden fruit. 
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He does not distrust the power or the care of 
Him who is fible to keep him from faUing; but 
he does really distrust his own weak heart ; and he 
knows that G-od's grace and power are exerfced on 
behalf of the humble and the watchful; and 
therefore, while his is the happiness of the man 
who "kiiows whom he has believed," it is also the 
happiness of the man ^'who feareth always." 

In these respects, then, christian assurance is 
essentially different from unhallowed presumption. 
And how widely different are the ends to which 
they lead ! On the one hand, a blessed fulfilment 
and more than fulfilment, of the highest of a 
believer's hopes; on the other, disappointment, 
ruin, and despair! 

Think of some of the benefits which flow from 
a christian's child-like confidence toward Gtoi. In 
itself it is sweet and full of comfort. It is happi- 
ness, — ^the sunshine of Ood's smile upon the soul. 
Surely our religion would make us happy if we 
kept firm hold of the exalted privilege of knowing 
that we are the sons of Ood! The Gospel is 
good tidings of great joy. The kingdom of God 

« PhU. iv. 4. 
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is rigbteoosness and peace and joj in tbe Holy 
Ghost. And believers bave received tbis encou- 
raging commandment, '^Bejoice in tbe Lord always, 
and again I say, B^oice." And is it not enougb to 
make you bappy even, if need be, in tbe midst of 
temporal sorrow and distress, — yes, is it not enough 
to make you bappy to know that you are the children 
of God, and are certainly on your road to beaven ? 
Oh that all who profess and call tbemselve Christ- 
ians would consider their ways, and that aU true 
believers would cultivate a scriptural assurance of 
their condition, even for the sake of this single 
benefit ! Why should we not be as bappy as God 
would bave us to be even at this moment ? He 
would not have us to take up our rest in this 
world, but He would have us bappy and rejoicing 
in the prospect of a better, and in the present 
sense of His favour and His love ! 

Besides this, consider how a scriptural assurance 
of God's favour contributes to cherish and promote 
the graces and virtues of the christian life. How 
it ministers to thankfulness, — ^thankfulness, above 
all things, for the blessings of redemption. Thanks 
be to God for His unspeakable gift ! Aud it con- 
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tributes to contentment. A man may have little of 
this world's goods, but if he be rightly persuaded 
of his interest in the world to come, he may be> 
and he will be, abundantly satisfied with his 
portion in this present life. He can say, I have 
all things and abound ! "All this, and heaven too !" 
And as this blessed assurance promotes content- 
ment with a little, so does it give sweetness and 
a relish to whatever we possess, be it little or much. 
As guilt and an apprehension of the divine dis- 
pleasure embitter all worldly goods, so an assurance 
of the removal of guilt and of the possession of 
divine favour contributes to sweeten every earthly 
possession and to heighten every temporal enjoy- 
ment. And think how this happy confidence bears 
up the heart in the midst of temporal calamity; 
in the time of suffering and sorrow! It was a 
saying of Bishop Latimer, "When I sit alone and 
can have a settled assurance of the state of my 
soul, and know that God is mine, I can laugh at 
all troubles and nothing can alarm me." This 
assurance in the midst of worldly trouble is like 
a light on board a vessel at sea in the midst of a 
dark and gloomy night. Clouds may overspread 
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the sky, and all may be dark and dismal round 
about the track that must be followed, — ^but still 
there is light on deck ! And forget not that this 
well-founded confidence, of which we speak, is a 
blessed and powerful iucentiye to all practical 
godliness. It is amongst the christian's best de- 
fences against temptation, teaching him to say, 
How can I do this great wickedness and sin 
againBt 0-od P How can I commit this sin against 
Him who has loTed me— is at peace with me — and 
is preparing heaven for my possession P And at 
the same time it makes him active and lively in 
Ood'B service. As diligence produces assurance, so 
does assurance produce diligence in its turn. The 
joy of the Lord is your strength; no stupifying 
draught to lull the soid to sleep, but a reviving 
cordial to arouse and sustain your efforts in the 
way of christian obedience and duty. And, lastly, 
a well-grounded and settled persuasion of our state 
of acceptance with the Father of our spirits is an 
antidote against the fear of death. To know 
within ourselves that we have passed from a state 
of wrath to a state of &vour and acceptance and 
from spiritual death to spiritual life, — is to be 
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indeed prepared to meet death as a messenger of 
peace, sent to conduct us to a better world. Sad 
and fearful must it be to liave to contend with 
doubts and fears on the most momentous of all 
questions — am I a child of Gbd or not P — at the 
moment when the last enemy appears in Tiewl 
But, how blessed an experience, and what a means 
of giving glory to Gbd our Saviour, to be enabled 
to say, from the heart, with a calm and happy 
confidence, "I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him against that day!"* Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death I will fear no evil; for Thou art with 
me, Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me!'*t 

Great then, beyond expression, is the comfort 
and the blessedness of this holy confidence toward 
Orodl Doubtless, you desire to possess it. Then, 
let me earnestly say to you, in conclusion, labour 
to keep a pure conscience, — a conscience sprinkled, 
through fiuth, with the atoning blood of Christ, 
and bearing witness to the fact that, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, you are walking in the way of 

« S Tim. i. 13. t Psalm xziU. 4. 

L 
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God's commandments. A cliriatian life is not the 
foundation of acceptance; but it is the foundation 
of assurance. Therefore let no guilt rest upon the 
conscience. Bemember what is written in the 
verse preceding our text, "If our heart" (i.e., in 
this place, our conscience) "condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart and knoweth all things. " 
Beware then of unbelief and of all unforsaken sin. 
Q-od will not pour the wine of heavenly consolation 
into an unclean vessel. Therefore keep conscience 
clear ; keep it as the apple of your eye; guard it 
even against the dust ! . Be conscious of a simple 
f^^th in the Eedeemer's righteousness, — conscious 
of the indwelling spirit of holiness within your 
heart, — conscious of the practice of holiness and 
virtue in your lives, — ^and this good conscience will 
be a cordial to your heart. Be diligent, moreover, 
in the exercise of grace, the practice of good 
works. Exercise yourselves unto godliness. Add 
to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge and 
every needful grace. Keep grace always on the 
wing ; and diligently cherish, above all, that queen 
of christian graces — that fulfilment of the royal 
laws — ^love to man flowing from love to God. It 
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is of cbrifltian love that the Apostle is especially 
speaking in the verses connected with our text. 
"In this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of G-od, neither he that loveth 
not his brother . . . Let us not love in word, neither 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And hereby" 
— that is, by this exercise of the christian grace 
of love — "hereby we know that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our hearts before him."* 
And for all these purposes Oh fail not continually 
to seek the visitations and to cherish the blessed 
influences of the Spirit of holiness and truth! 
Cultivate His presence at all times and by all 
means. Consider His office in the work of our 
redemption. He is the Comforter — ^the Advocate 
and Agent of Christ within ^he heart. It is His 
to take of the things of Christ, and shew them 
unto us: His to speak peace— to give strength — 
and to inspire with holy confidence. And forget 
not — slight not — the ways and methods of His 
approach according to His own instituted ordi- 
nance. But, by every means and in every conse- 

« 1 John iii. 10, 18, 19. 
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crated way, in public and in private, draw nigb 
to GK>d and then He will draw nigh to jou^ 
Open your hearts continually to receive and 
entertain the Holy Spirit, as Noah opened the 
ark and put forth his hand to receive the Dove 
with her olive branch of peace. And so will 
you be made partakers of those manifold blessings 
which have been purchased by the Sedeemer*a 
blood and which, for His sake, the Spirit willingly 
conveys to every humble and believing soul. And 
in your case will be fulfilled the prayer of St. 
Paul — ** The God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost." 
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